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This study of a long boot Silver Dawn standard steel saloon shows quite adequately the 
fine visual balance achieved by Chief Styling Engineer John Blatchley when he 
redesigned the original standard saloon in 1952. This 1953 car is SMF74, owned by the 
late Bruce Ross when photographed by the Editor many years ago. The current owners, 
according to the latest N.S.W. Branch computer data, are Charles and Noel Olsson. 
Prominent in this issue is an article on the Silver Dawn's development from 1949 to 1955. 


From the Editor 


Time to restore some calm 


In a way I’m pleased to see the Rolls- 
Royce ownership issue resolved, no 
matter how wretchedly, because my 
editorials can now begin to return to their 
previous air of comparitive calm. 

In any case | share the inability to 
resist the feeling of indifference that has 
crept up on many members towards 
whatever the future holds for our two 
marques. They have been reduced to 
mere brand names, to be hawked around 
the global motor industry and applied to 
cars regardless of whether or not they 
have any genuine Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley provenance. | suppose those 
who believe that the survival of the 
marques is paramount, no matter what, 
will feel an odd sort of satisfaction. 

To read of Sir Ralph Robins, Chair- 
man of Rolls-Royce Plc, describing the 
final compromise as “elegant” was 
astounding. Even allowing for the fact 
that those responsible would feel obliged 
to put the best face on it, there is nothing 
elegant about selling your grandmother. 

VW has announced plans to build a 
small “Bentley” car in large numbers, so 
the future of the Bentley marque, as well 
as being separate from Rolls-Royce, is 
likely to be unrecognisable to us. Mean- 
while, BMW has four years of land 
acquisition, factory building and equip- 
ping, car research and development, and 
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Bob Clarke (A.C.T.), who is meticulously documenting Twenty Horsepowers in Australia, sent 


this amazing photograph of George Edwards’ Twenty (83K7) fording the Wenlock River on the 
way to Cape York in 1990. Bob says that with the Twenty’s effective under-shield and the radiator 
shutters closed, the Rolls-Royce made it across, but a following four-wheel drive vehicle didn't! 


workforce recruitment and training to be 
funded before a single Deutschmark is 
earned by its “Rolls-Royce” factory. This 
on top of the £40 million already ex- 
pended for the name. So how much one 
of these future “Rolls-Royce” cars will 
cost, or how many of them will need to be 
built and sold just to begin a reasonable 
rate of recovery of these costs, is open 
to conjecture. It all sounds like an unlikely 
scenario, but even if these cars are ever 
built, it is difficult to imagine what real 
links with Rolls-Royce motor car history 
they will have. Some members are pre- 
dicting another ‘deal’ to rescue some 


This magnificent 1996 Bentley Azure (BKT53646) was photographed by your Editor in the 
Sydney showroom of Fox Rolls-Royce & Bentley, with a number of other immaculately presented 


Ri. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. Note the all-chrome grille shell and vanes of this specimen. 


credibility. 

Some members | have spoken with 
seem to be labouring under the mis- 
apprehension that at the end of 2002 
BMW will take over Rolls-Royce motor 
car production from the present company 
at Crewe. That is not the case, so please 
don’t be misled. When BMW starts up its 
“Rolls-Royce” business after 2002 it will 
in fact be starting from scratch, with no 
connection whatever to previous Rolls- 
Royce motor cars other than the use of 
the name. Even the token presence on 
the board of a man from Rolls-Royce Pic 
will scarcely mitigate this lack, because 
that company has had nothing to do with 
motor car production since 1971. It is 
important to understand that BMW, with 
its £40 million, has bought the Rolls- 
Royce name only (from the aero engine 
company). BMW has not purchased any 
Rolls-Royce motor car technology, 
engineering expertise, car designs, 
buildings, plant, equipment or anything. 
All that is owned by VW. 

After 2002 Crewe will continue as a 
Bentley-only factory. In fact, Crewe 
seems to be already adjusting to Bentley- 
only mode by using separate ‘Bentley 
Motors’ letterheads, and referring to the 
legendary Rolls-Royce 6.75 litre V-8 (still 
used in the two-door Bentley models) as 
the “Bentley V-8 engine”. 

Meanwhile, correspondents’ in the 
U.K. report despair in the dealerships, 
amid customer uncertainty about the 
future pedigree of both marques, with the 
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new models discounted by up to £40,000 
despite booming car sales in the industry 
generally. The main protagonists in all 
this are simply reaping what they have 
sown. The loyal dealerships, on the other 
hand, are much more deserving of sym- 
pathy. 

Now that the engine supply situation 
has been resolved, Crewe reports im- 
provements in sales, though the old 
Company’s best individual customer by 
far — the Sultan of Brunei — has report- 
edly cancelled all orders for Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars. It would be tempting to 
attribute this to the Asian downturn, ex- 
cept that the Sultan’s wealth is such that 
if he could live long enough he could 
easily continue acquiring the cars at an 
undiminished rate until well into the mil- 
lenium after next. 

That said, it’s now time to stop tilting 
at windmills and return to concentrating 
on the works and ideals of Sir Henry 
Royce and his genuine successors, for 
which neither Volkswagen nor BMW can 
retrospectively claim any glory. Other 
members, on the other hand, may still 
want to have their say and indeed two 
members have put their slightly different 
points of view in this issue. You might 
also care to peruse the U.K. and U.S. 
newspaper extracts on this and the 
following page. That from the Wail Street 
Journal came to me from Dr C.S. (Sam) 
Shoup, the venerable Founding Presi- 
dent of the R.R.O.C, (U.S.A.), which is 
the oldest all-model Rolls-Royce club in 
the world, having been formed in 1951 
with Sam at the helm. Sam, who turned 
93 in July, is therefore a true Founding 
Father of our movement. His corresp- 
ondence leaves little room for doubt 
about his distaste for the tragic events of 
the last few months. 


Graham Morris resigns 


As reported in the ‘Stop Press’ in our 
last issue, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
Chief Executive Graham Morris resigned 
soon after the news broke that the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques were to be 
split between two owners after nearly 
seven decades as stablemate marques. 

In the lead-up to the sale of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Mr Morris had 
promised his employees at Crewe that 
no such thing could ever happen. When 
it did, he told his senior staff: “| made a 
pledge to my workforce and now | am 
unable to honour it. The only honourable 
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BMW Buys Rights to Rolls-Royce Name 
As VW Now Must Make Do With Bentley 


Bayerische Motoren Werke AG, in a 
smart-looking comeback, yesterday 
bought the rights to the Rolls-Royce name, 
leaving Volkswagen AG with the less- 
prominent Bentley marque despite its re- 
cent purchase of the company that now 
makes both brands. 

The turn of events appears to be a sig- 
nificant victory for BMW, which a month 


By Wail Street Journal staff re- 
porters Brandon Mitchener in Frank- 
furt and Charles Goldsmith in London. 


ago lost out to VW in a bid to buy Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd. from Britain’s Vick- 
ers PLC. 

For just £40 million ($66 million), BMW 
yesterday bought the rights to the Rolls- 
Royce name from Rolls-Royce PLC, which 
will also get a seat on BMW’s board. BMW 
will license the rights to the Rolls name to 
VW free of charge and will continue to 
make engines and other parts for the cur- 
rent range of Rolls-Royces until the end of 
2002. After that, BMW will take control of 
Rolls production and VW will operate the 
Bentley brand as its luxury-car line. 
Clouded by Complications 

VW’'s June agreement to buy Rolls- 
Royce Motors for £479 million from the 
start was clouded by the fact that the right 
to the Rolls-Royce brand name was con- 
trolled not by Vickers, which was produc- 
ing the cars, but by Rolls-Royce PLC, 
which makes aircraft engines. Rolls-Royce 
Motors did, however, own the rights to the 
imposing radiator grille and elegant “‘Fly- 
ing Lady” radiator ornament that are con- 
sidered key to the Rolls brand identity. 

Making matters worse for VW, BMW 
builds aircraft engines together with Rolls- 
Royce PLC and supplies engines and other 
components for Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars—and vowed it would stop shipments if 
a rival such as VW bought Rolls-Royce Mo- 
tors. 

These uncertainties, along with the lack 
of cachet associated with a company best 


known for the VW Beetle, contributed to a 
30% drop in Rolls-Royce sales in the past 
six weeks. Further delay in resolving the 
brand issue would have been a ‘‘catastro- 
phe” for Rolls-Royce Motors, VW Chair- 
man Ferdinand Piech said. 


Odd Partnership 

The deal results in one of the oddest au- 
tomotive partnerships ever: BMW is 
agreeing to sell to VW engines and other 
components for cars it wanted to build it- 
self. Moreover, both companies are plan- 
ning to sell their rival luxury autos in the 
same showrooms, like rival soft-drink cans 
on the same supermarket shelf. 

Analysts said the accord makes sense, 
given the alternative of a long legal battle. 
For BMW, “‘it’s a very cheap way to get an 
extraordinary brand,” said Joseph Harri- 
gan, automotive analyst at Schroder Secu- 
rities in London. “It’s worth at least five 
times that.’’ For VW, ‘‘it’s good to finally 
get this resolved.” 

BMW stock rose 37 marks a share to end 
at 1,745 marks ($976.15) in Frankfurt, while 
VW stock dropped 3.50 to 166 marks, as 
some expressed concern that VW overpaid 
for what it ends up with. 

Mr. Piech conceded he would have liked 
VW to build both Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars, but said he was also content to buiid 
just Bentleys. ‘‘My priority was one brand 
for VW,” Mr. Piech said at a news confer- 
ence in London, adding, “I can live per- 
fectly”’ with the deal, 

BMW Chairman Bernd Pischetsrieder 
criticized Vickers for its failure to reach 
agreement on the name issue with Rolls- 
Royce PLC in the first place. ‘‘Vickers sold 
something as an entity that it didn’t wholly 
own," he said. 

Vickers has said that it didn’t recognize 
Rolls-Royce PLC’s rights to the name. 

Meanwhile, VW yesterday reported 
first-half earnings jumped 70% to 831 mil- 
lion marks from 488 million marks a year 
earlier on a 17% increase in sales to 65.97 
billion marks. 
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thing to do is to resign”. At the time of 
going to press it was not known who Mr 
Morris’s replacement at Crewe will be. 


Correction — wrong coachbuilder 


In this year’s Federal Rally issue of 
PRAECLARUM (3-98), page 3165, was 
a photograph of 71UF, the Phantom | of 
Brian Tilbury (W.A.), the caption of which 
incorrectly attributed the coachwork to 
Park Ward. It has been pointed out to me 
that in fact the body seen in the photo- 
graph was built by Roger Fry in very 
recent times. The same error appeared 
in the list of Major Trophy winners on 
page 3169 of the same issue, 71UF 
having won the trophy for the Best Post- 
War Car in the Concours. The quality of 
the coachwork would have done Park 
Ward proud had they builtit, and certainly 
does great credit to Roger Fry, who did 
build it. 

Identifying all the cars by chassis 
number, coachbuilder and owner is quite 
a task when it comes to the Federal Rally 
editions of PRAECLARUM, particularly 
as there are invariably cars I've never 
seen before, so | suppose one slip-up is 
not too bad! 


Constitutional misunderstanding 


Many members saw, in a recent edi- 
tion of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 


GRAHAM MORRIS, chief executive of Rolls-Royce Motors, 
who quit in protest against the proposed break-up of the 
Bentley and Rolls-Royce marques... 


ne 
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IT’S BEEN A BAD WEEK FOR... 


I resign, 


says 


BY ANTHONY ROWLINSON 


THE Chief Executive of Rolls- 
| Royce Motors, which is to be 
, sold to German car group 
Volkswagen, has quit. 

The decision by Graham Morris to 
; Step down as head of the Vickers- 
owned luxury car firm was revealed 
; by industry sources last night. 
| Vickers agreed to sell the 92-year- 
old marque in May after a bitter bid- 
ding war with Volkswagen’s German 
car rivals BMW. 

It had earlier agreed in principle to 
accept an offer from BMW, when 
Volkswagen raised its original £310 
million bid. 

Volkswagen’s £430 million offer was 
backed overwhelmingly by Vickers 
shareholders at an extraordinary 
general meeting last month. 

A spokesman for Crewe-based 
Rolls-Royce Motors - which is sepa- 
rate from the aero engine manufac- 
turer — said he could not comment on 
the reports. but said “a full state- 
ment” would be published today. 

The bidding war was further com- 
plicated by another offer submitted 
by Crewe Motors, a consortium of 
Rolis-Royce and Bentley owners. 
headed by barrister Michaei 
Shrimpton. But their attempt to 
| keep the firm in British hands failed 
when the group were unable to name 
their financial backers. 

The situation was further complcat- 
ed this week when it was announced 
that BMW, despite losing out in the 
main fight. had bought the sole rights 
to use the Rolls-Royce name. The two 
' German manufacturers have struck a 


boss 


of Rolls 


deal giving BMW the use of the Roils- 
Royce grille and silver lady. while 
Volkswagen will produce Bentleys, the 
sister marque. 

The deal was made to placate 
Rolls-Royce plc, the aero engines 
manufacturer which owns the rights 
to the name, and which had backed 
BMW in the bidding war. 

The whole process was condemned 
by BMW as "a poker game”, and 
orders for  Rolls-Royces nave 
dropped significantly while the firm's 
future was being decided. 

Trade unions at Rolis-Royce's 
Crewe plant have asked for meetings 
to discuss division of the marques. 
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Who introduced Royce to the motor car? 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


Royce’s first ‘car’ was a De Dion Quad purchased in 1901, 
it is said at the recommendation of his doctor although this is 
also said about the purchase of the Decauville in 1902. We can 
be pretty sure that Royce also noticed the cars displayed in 
Manchester during the April/May 1900 1,000 Mile Trial. But 
some interesting new evidence points to a much earlier 
exposure. 

The new connection comes through a James P. Whitehead 
whom I described in my 1995 booklet on Ernest Claremont, the 
Royce Ltd chairman. Whitehead, an engineer, initially sold and 
exported machinery. By 1904 he had established a firm of textile 
machinery exporters. He and Claremont became friends, he 
lived in the same street as Royce in Chorlton-cum-Hardy, and 
he was called on in 1894 to invest in F.H. Royce & Co., later 
becoming a director. In 1899 when Royce Ltd was created he 
retained his investment but ceased to be a director. How 
Whitehead became aware of Royce, Claremont and their 
products prior to 1894 helps us to date when Royce had his first 
motor experience. 

From recollections of Whitehead published in 1963 it 
appears he was visiting one of his Continental customers and 
noticed some excellent Royce electrical equipment in use. Back 
in Manchester he followed up Royce’s workshop and arranged 


to sell a variety of Royce equipment. Some time later Royce 
went with Whitehead to Mulhouse in eastern France where 
Whitehead had arranged a meeting with his agent. It is not clear 
but perhaps the agent was to handle Royce’s equipment and the 
period must be the early 1890s. In any event Whitehead’s French 
agent was an early automobilist. Over the next few days his car 
was used to take them on visits to local factories. 

On one run they had the inevitable close shave with a haycart 
which rather unsettled Royce. He told Whitehead he wouldn’t 
ride again in such contraptions. For a period after 1899 
Whitehead lost contact with Royce but met him again when he 
was designing his Royce car in early 1903. He claimed Royce 
told him he was so impressed by the saving of time in Mulhouse 
when the car was used that he thought he should make his own. 

Whitehead later got into business difficulties and in March 
1915 was helped with a loan from Royce and Claremont. He left 
his machinery company in 1916. What I did not know was that 
Royce and Claremont went further — they found Whitehead a 
position at Rolls-Royce in Derby as head of Supplies Dept. from 
around 1916 to at least 1929. Perhaps a debt of honour was being 
redeemed for the early work Whitehead had done in promoting 
Royce’s wares and, unintentionally, giving him his first 
experience of a motor car. f~ 


Bulletin, a suggestion that the R.R.O.C. 
of Australia does not admit cars which do 
not have genuine Rolls-Royce engines. 
A search of the Deed Constituting the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 
(which governs such matters) confirmed 
my suspicion that in fact we have no such 
provision, so it is not known how the 
Editor of the Bulletin came by this 
“information”. The Federal Secretary has 
written to straighten it out. 

This is not to say, however, that fitting 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars with non- 
genuine engines is in any way approved 
by this Club, and such substitutions 
would certainly be unfavourably looked 
upon by the average Concours judge, 
both here and in the U.K.! I can’t remem- 
ber it ever happening, though, which 
might explain why it wasn’t considered 
necessary to specifically disapprove it in 
our Constitution. 


Another 10 h.p. comes to light 


Amazingly, another 10 h.p. 2-cylinder 
Rolls-Royce has been discovered in the 
U.K., bringing to four the known survivors 
of the 17 made — not a bad survival rate 
for Royce’s first motor car design. The 


car is 1905 chassis 20159, last recorded 
in Yorkshire in 1914. It is not known how 
complete it is. 

This is a most important development, 
yet oddly enough | have read nothing of 
it in the U.K. club or general press. Fur- 
ther information is eagerly awaited. 


Changes of address 


From time to time, members advise 
me of their change of address, for 
PRAECLARUM purposes. As | am in no 
way involved in the distribution of 
PRAECLARUM, being merely the Editor, 
advising me isn’t the most effective ap- 
proach. Others have told me in all 
seriousness that they gave their change 
of address to a friend who knows some- 
one whose cousin knows their Branch 
Secretary personally (or something like 
that), then complain with barely dis- 
guised annoyance that they have not 
received any Club publications for the 
past eight months. 

If your address changes, there is only 
one person to advise for aif Ciub pur- 
poses, both Federal and Branch, and 
that is your Branch Secretary. He or she 
has a very efficient means of ensuring 


continuity of PRAECLARUM, as well as 
Branch publications, provided that timely 
notice of any change is provided. Advis- 
ing anybody else, including me, is less 
likely to bring the desired result. 

Branch Secretaries, and their add- 
resses and telephone numbers, are list- 
ed in the front of PRAECLARUM for your 
convenience. 


Tasmania Tour, and the Federal Rally 


One of the ways in which we can 
lighten the gloom surrounding the fate of 
our marques is to derive the maximum 
benefit from our ownership of true Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley motor cars. | can 
think of few better ways to do that than 
joining the Tour of Tasmania being 
planned by those intrepid New South 
Wales Branch Tour planners Allan 
Simpson and Eric Lang. 

Please read the details provided else- 
where in this issue and give consid- 
eration to taking part. It’s a grand 
opportunity. 

Likewise, next year’s Federal Rally in 
Canberra (March 25th-29th) promises to 
be a real treat. 

Martin Bennett 
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Foundation Corner 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


Australia 


Since our last report to the membership, there has been a 
lot of activity within the Foundation. The Trustees are pleased 
to be able to report that the Royce electric crane motors and 
builder’s plates are safely stored in our permanent home The 
Archive and it is hoped that restoration of these will com- 
mence shortly. We were very fortunate to hear of these and to 
be able to acquire them and have them removed before the 
demolition of the building in Melbourne. A day or so later and 
these would have been lost forever. 


Donations 


Donations for the work of the Foundation keep coming in 
and we are extremely thankful to all those who have donated 
to make the work of the Foundation in protecting the past more 
achievable. The Queensland Branch of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia recently donated $2,000 and indi- 
cated that a further donation will be forthcoming after the 
Branch hosts the next Federal Rally in 2000. The Queensland 
Branch has also added a note to its membership renewal form 
inviting members to make an individual donation to the work 
of the Foundation. Many members have now forwarded dona- 
tions to us. 


Foundation car badge 


The new Foundation car badge has been extremely well 
received and in the last few days 10 have been sent to the 
Northern Territory Section of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 
for its members. Badges are available from our Trustee David 
Vann at a cost of $45.00 including postage. The car badges 
were made possible by a donation from Wendy Friezer, 
Martin Bennett and Eric Lang, the organisers of the two 
Overlander tours to the Ballarat and Toowoomba Federal 
Rallies of the R.R.O.C.A. David’s address is: P.O. Box 4, 
Chermside, Qld 4032. 


Back issues of PRAECLARUM 


The Federal Executive of the R.R.O.C.A. has arranged to 
donate to the Foundation all unissued back copies of 
PRAECLARUM and these will be available for sale at a cost 
of $5.00 per copy plus postage and can be ordered, again, with 
David Vann. 


Phantom | coachwork blueprint 


Many donations of most interesting items keep coming in 
and one of the most important is an original blueprint of plans 
for an early coachbuilt body of a Phantom I. Martin McCarthy 
kindly located and presented this most important find to the 
Foundation. Expert advice has been obtained for its preserva- 


tion and it will be an interesting display at The Archive when 
it is opened in the early part of 1999. The blueprint has now 
been framed for posterity. 


Silver Ghost G.A. drawings 


Work has commenced in the U.K. on the project, funded 
by this Foundation, to collate the General Arrangement draw- 
ings for Silver Ghost. This project has been made possible by 
a donation from the Silver Ghost Association. This is a 
massive task and the full extent of the work involved should 
be known later this year. We are very thankful to all those at 
The Hunt House who are co-operating so well with us in this 
project. 


Trophy winners booklet 


The booklet recording the winners of trophies at the 
Federal Rallies of the R.R.O.C.A. and compiled by Gilbert 
Ralph has been distributed to all members of the R.R.O.C.A. 
A few spare copies are available from the Foundation. This 
production was financed by the Foundation and it is proposed 
that it will be updated every two to three years as a permanent 
record of all Federal Trophy winners. There are one or two 
gaps in the records and we would certainly appreciate any 
information to fill these gaps. 


Computerised donations listing 


There is so much to be done and we would appreciate any 
assistance in obtaining any material, or donations. There must 
be an enormous amount of material relating to Royce and his 
cars and works lying around which could be protected and 
displayed at the Foundation. We have produced a computer 
programme for the recording of all donations that come our 
way. Gilbert Ralph has kindly carried out this task for us and 
all donations to date have been recorded. This programme 
records details of the donor, date of acquisition and details of 
the item donated. In this way it will make access to items for 
research students a lot easier. 


The Book 


Tom Clarke has completed his book on Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars delivered new or nearly new into Australia and 
recording the cars and their coachbuilders and owners. This 
has been a massive task spanning quite a few years. Tom has 
received tremendous help from a number of people in 
Australia particularly David Neely from the N.S.W. Branch 
of the R.R.O.C.A. The Foundation is underwriting the 
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printing of the first run of 1,000 copies of the book, which will 
be available for distribution next year. We are thankful for the 
great effort that Tom has put in to research all the material for 
this book and it is sure to be a most necessary reference and 
interesting book for all Rolls-Royce and Bentley lovers. 
Earlier this year at the Federal Rally at Phillip Island, the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation perpetual trophy was presented 
to Martin Bennett, the editor of PRAECLARUM, for the 
sterling effort he makes in producing this magazine. 
PRAECLARUM is now a magazine that has no peer amongst 
our sister clubs around the world and is eagerly awaited by 
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members of the R.R.O.C.A. Martin has an enormous 
knowledge of the cars and shares this information with us all 
through PRAECLARUM. The Trustees of the Foundation 
believe that the presentation of the Trophy to Martin is an 
appropriate way of recognising his contribution over many 
years, 

Finally we wish to record our sincere thanks to all those 
who have made a contribution to the work of the Foundation 
and who have enabled the Trustees to take a further step 
forward in achieving the stated aims. 

David Jones, AM, OBE, 
Chairman, 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia 


From the Federal President 


1999 Federal Rally 


There is much written elsewhere in 
this issue on the next Federal Rally, and 
1 urge all members to support the efforts 
of the Rally organisers and take the time 
to motor to Canberra next March. 

Those many members who have 
been involved in the organisation of past 
Rallies are aware of the extraordinary 
effort required, especially within a small 
Branch, to organise a successful Rally, 
but all that effort is wasted if the Rally is 
not supported by the membership. 


Club register Chassis Plate 


David Vann and his helpers in 
Queensland have been working to en- 
sure that the next issue of Chassis Plate 
is ready for distribution at the next 
Federal Rally and bi-annually after that. 
They have written a new software 
programme based upon Microsoft 
Access, and assuming each Branch has 
sent David the relevant and most up to 
date information, the next Chassis Plate 
will be a comprehensive and accurate 
record of members and their cars. Even- 
tually we hope to send the programme to 
each Branch Registrar so that informa- 
tion can be updated electronically then 
returned to the Federal Registrar by 
E.mail. 


Federal judging 

Martin Bennett raises some interest- 
ing topics for discussion from time to 
time, and he recently proposed to the 


Federal Executive that we review the 
Judging Rules for Federal Concours. 

Although he was in fact one of the 
small team which devised the current 
Judging Guidelines, Martin and many 
other members feel that it has become 
cumbersome and somewhat confusing, 
particularly when cars are “elevated” out 
of their Class into higher awards, right up 
to Overall Winner, sometimes leaving 
the lowest-scoring car as the Class “win- 
ner”, or leaving a Class with no winner at 
all. It is also widely believed that we now 
have too many Trophies and awards. 

As a Federal Delegate, Martin has 
proposed some changes to the current 
system that would alleviate these 
problems and give us a leaner, more 
easily understood system. Our Federal 
Secretary has circulated the proposals to 
each Branch for consideration. | trust that 
all members will have the opportunity to 
review the proposals so that this may be 
resolved speedily. 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


| would like to think that members 
continue to support their Foundation 
through joining as a ‘Friend of the Found- 
ation’ and/or by sending material of inter- 
est to any of the Trustees for safekeeping 
and display. At the last Federal Council 
Meeting it was resolved that the Club 
would send all spare copies of 
PRAECLARUM to the Foundation, to be 
offered for sale to anyone needing back 
issues to complete their collections. 

For PRAECLARUM back issues 


please contact: 


David Vann, 
P.O. Box 4, 
Chermside, 
Queensland 4032. 


Back issues are priced at $5.00 each 
plus postage. 


New model 


Crewe has announced a new model, 
or rather a new variant of an existing 
model, the Bentley Continental SC. 

‘SC’ stands for Sedanca Coupé, after 
the open-fronted two-door body style 
popular from the 1930s to the early ’50s. 
In effect, what other car builders might 
nowadays call a ‘Targa Top’. It is based 
on the Continental T and is powered by 
the Rolls-Royce 6.75 litre turbo V-8. 

By all accounts the mechanism that 
operates the disappearing roof over the 
front seats is very ingeniously contrived. 

This is almost certainly the last design 
of the old Company prior to the sale. The 
price of this latter day sedanca coupe in 
the U.K. is a cool £245,000. 


Happy Motoring, 
lan Dunn 
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A Silver Ghost armoured car in the desert, where they found their place in the scheme of things. The armour plate radiator doors are visible in the 


open position. Under fire these could be closed remotely from the driver's position. Note the gun turret and water-cooled Vickers gun. 


Famous Ground Units of the pre-1939 R.A.F. 


By Tom Harris (Royal Air Force Association, Sydney Branch) 


Very little is heard about pre-war units, 
which went about their job quietly and 
efficiently by playing a very important and 
integral part of the big wheel that goes 
around to make the R.A.F. the very 
efficient machine that it is. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
paint this picture of three such units, in 
which I was very proud to serve for a few 
years. I refer to No. 1 Armoured Car 
Company stationed in Iraq, No. 2 Car 
Company stationed at R.A.F. Ramleh in 
Palestine, and another situated at R.A.F. 
Aden. The period was from the early 1920s 
to the mid- 1940s — long before the R.A.F. 
Regiment was formed. 

After the end of World War I, in the 
early 1920s, the Mandate for the protection 
of Mesopotamia (Iraq) was given to the 
Royal Air Force. This meant, among other 
things, that the R.A.F. had to perform 
duties which would normally be carried 
out by the Army. 

In 1937, No. 1 Company was stationed 


at R.A.F. Hinaidi, just outside Baghdad. 
The esprit de corp in the Company was 
first class. Because of the long trips out 
into the desert, we were referred to as 
‘Desert Rats’, or Long Range Desert 
Groups. The Company comprised four 
Sections of armoured cars, as well as 
Headquarters which handled admin- 
istration, technical, armament, stores, etc. 
Each Section comprised six Rolls-Royce 
Silver Ghost armoured cars, one Rolls- 
Royce wireless tender (like Lawrence of 
Arabia’s), two scout cars and two 3- 
tonners. 

Each car had a crew consisting of Car 
Commander, Driver and Gunner. The 
leading car was commanded by the Section 
Commander, F/Lt, the middle car by his 
deputy, F/O or P/O, the last car by the 
SNCO in Charge, and the others by NCOs. 
The Company was commanded by a Wing 
Commander or Squadron Leader. 

From 1912 onwards the cars were the 
famous Silver Ghosts. Engine rated at 


40/50 h.p., armour plating 34 in. thick was 
fitted, providing complete protection for 
the crew, engine, radiator, etc. The turret 
could turn a full 360 degrees. Springs with 
fifteen leaves were fitted to the rear, thir- 
teen to the front, with double wheels and 
tyres at the rear, in order to support the tons 
of extra weight. In the later years special 
single wheels and tyres were fitted. 

The armament consisted of a water- 
cooled Vickers gun, fitted to the turret, a 
Lewis gun fitted on a scarf ring on a turret, 
three 303 Lee Enfield rifles, three Webley 
revolvers and rifle grenade cup fittings. 

Semaphore flags, Aldis signalling 
lamps and Naval-type message flags were 
used to pass information from car to car 
while on the move. Each car carried a huge 
Rolls-Royce tool-kit, two twelve gallon 
water tanks, canvas cooling water bags, 
entrenching gear (to free the car when 
stuck in sand), picks and shovels. 

The crew were from ‘Drivers, Petrol’ 
(as opposed to ‘Drivers, Steam’). The 
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carrot for many was that on completion of 
the training they were upgraded from 
Group Five to Group Two pay scale — a 
considerable jump. Training was provided 
at R.A.F. Eastchurch, on the Isle of 
Sheppey, Kent. Trainees were given a six 
week course in armament and signals, 
Rolls-Royce driving instruction and 
engine and transmission lectures. On pass- 
ing out we were immediately posted over- 
seas via the old-fashioned troop ship. 


About the armoured cars 


Amazingly enough, the first Rolls- 
Royce armoured cars were built for the 
Royal Navy. These 
‘ships of the land’ 
formed the design pat- 
terns which became 
standard. 

Early in 1915 the 
first squadron of armoured cars was ready 
for action. It was found that they were little 
use for trench warfare, but they would soon 
find a place in the scheme of things. 

The Duke of Westminster took his 
squadron to aid General Botha in his 
campaign in German West Africa. They 
were later transferred to Egypt where the 
Rolls-Royce armoured cars truly came into 
their element. After nine months of heroic 
work, the crews finally gave out due to heat 
and casualty attrition. The cars were then 
sent back to England. 

Inevitably, the prowess of the Rolls- 
Royce armoured cars came to the attention 
of Col. T.E. Lawrence, the legendary 
Lawrence of Arabia, who was a desert 
fighter. He was quick to realise the 
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advantages these new weapons would give 
him in battle against the Turks in Arabia. 
Under his command, the heavily laden cars 
would cruise the desert at speeds up to 70 
mph, bringing death and destruction to the 
enemy. 


Their rdle in Mesopotamia 


In late 1937 No. 3 Section was trans- 
ferred to R.A.F. Dhibban (later renamed 
Habbinyah, after the nearby lake). This 
brought Sections 1, 2 and 3 together, with 
No. 4 stationed at R.A.F. Shibah, near 
Basra. 

Their réle was to ‘show the flag’, aid in 


‘A Rolls in the desert was above rubies’ 


T.E. Lawrence, Seven Pillars of Wisdom 


putting down riots, patrol the ‘H’ Line 
from the source at Kirk Kuk in northem 
Iraq, right across the desert to Rutbah Fort, 
across lava beds for 100 miles, up toR.A.F. 
Amman in Trans Jordan, down to the 
Jordan Valley (passing the Inn of the Good 
Samaritan), across the Allenby Bridge to 
the Dead Sea, then up to Jerusalem and 
down to R.A.F. Ramleh in Palestine, near 
Jaffa and Tel Aviv. Every 100 miles on the 
pipeline there was a pumping station 
manned by the oil owner’s (Shell) tech- 
nical personnel. These were very welcome 
stps for us, where we could shower and 
shave. 

The other pipeline was known as the ‘T’ 
Line, which stood for Tripoli. We only 
went as far as the Syrian border because 


Syria was patrolled by the French. This 
‘reccy’ would take up to a month at a time, 
existing on tinned rations, just enough 
water to exist, and no shaving, etc. 

Other ‘reccys’ took us through the 
Southern Desert, ‘showing the flag’ on the 
way down to R.A.F. Shibah, near Basra. 
Our duties also included checking emer- 
gency landing grounds (L.G. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 
5, etc.) en route to Amman, Palestine and 
Egypt. Each Section of the Company took 
its turn carrying out reccys to keep a con- 
stant check on the pipeline, and in case of 
sabotage. 

Training ground runs were to carry out 
practice on arms firing, signalling (Morse 
and semaphore) to 
maintain efficiency. A 
message pick-up was 
devised with co- 
operation from a flying 
squadron from 
Habbanya. 

Three Sections at R.A.F. Habbanya, 
and one at R.A.F. Shibah, were kept 
extremely busy. There were many 
hardships, but the esprit de corp in the unit 
was tremendous. Each member took great 
pride in his job. 

After I had been posted to Egypt I heard 
that No. 2 Company had been attached to 
the 7th Armoured Division in the Western 
Desert. By that time I had been posted to 
51 Repair and Salvage Unit, bringing in 
shot down aircraft in the Western Desert. 

Armoured cars in the Royal Air Force? 
Why? The times I have heard that ques- 


tion! ~ 


Photographs from the Author 


The Silver Ghost armoured car engine as seen from each side. The radiator, clearly seen in the left-hand picture, is standard Silver Ghost but 
concealed behind the % in. thick armour plating. Most other details, too, will be perfectly familiar to Silver Ghost owners. 
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Please motor over to the 


41st Annual Federal Rally 


Canberra, The National Capital, March 25 - 29, 1999 


The A.C.T. Branch will host the 41st National Rally 
of the R.R.O.C.A. in Canberra from March 26th to the 
29th, 1999. We hope to encourage you and your fellow 
members, family and friends to motor over and enjoy 
this weekend of cars and camaraderie. 

Canberra is a beautiful city of over 300,000 people. 
It is situated in the Southern Highlands and offers a 
warm climate at this time of the year, spectacular 
autumn scenery, great hospitality and a wealth of 
national treasures for your enjoyment. 

Canberra is perfectly situated and a comfortable 
drive for most Club members. We expect a record turn- 
out of participants and their cars. Socome along, renew 
old friendships and make new friends. Enjoy the 
weather, the scenery, the wonderful motor cars and of 
course the company of your many friends in the Club 
at this great Rally weekend. 


Climate. Canberra experiences the most delightful 
climate in the autumn, with colourful leaves on the 
imported trees along the avenues and in the parks. It is 
cool in the evenings but you can anticipate beautiful 
days. 


Attractions. Canberra is richly endowed with tourist 
attractions. These include the new and the old Parlia- 
ment Houses, the Australian War Memorial, National 
Film and Sound Archives, National Science and Tech- 
nology Centre, the National Institute of Sport, the High 
Court and National Gallery, the National Library and 
the Australian National Botanic Gardens together with 
beautiful parks and gardens and many other unique 
attractions. 


Driving Conditions. You will be pleased with 
Canberra's good access and its excellent uncluttered 
roads and freeways. This all adds up to pleasant and 
enjoyable motoring. 


Rally Activities. This Rally will work on the ‘Keep It 
Simple’ principle so most activities will be informal and 
relaxed. Functions will be kept low key but at ap- 
propriate venues, the atmosphere will be friendly and 
enjoyable. 


Accommodation. Accommodation has been arranged 
at a charming motel and all Rally entrants can be ac- 
commodated at the one convenient location. We have 
negotiated favourable room rates, which include a 
continental breakfast. 


Events and Functions. A relaxed but full program is 
being planned for your enjoyment. We have been for- 
tunate to have been able to arrange functions at several 
of our National Institutions. Our program will include: 
¢ The meeting of the Federal Council on the evening of 
Thursday March 25th 

e Dawn Patrols on Friday and Sunday mornings, 
weather and availability of suitable cars permitting. 
Register at the rally. 

e On Friday morning through to early afternoon there 
will be a number of technical sessions: 20 h.p. by Bob 
Clarke; Early Post-War Cars by Tony Ward; Silver 
Shadow sponsored by Fox, Rolls-Royce & Bentley with 
a workshop on preparation and restoration of a car by 
skilled craftsmen Karl Richardson and Steve Ortlipp. 

e There will be a familiarisation Tour of Canberra on 
Friday afternoon for those not involved in preparing 
cars for the Concours. 

e A welcome cocktail party Friday evening at Rally 
Headquarters. All inclusive with plenty of food. 

¢ Concours to be held on Saturday including a static 
display on the lawns in front of Old Parliament House 
at the edge of Lake Burley Griffin for the general public, 
followed by a short drive — compulsory for all cars 
entered for judging — to the Concours venue. 

e Dinner/Dance Saturday evening, set on a theme of 
the Edwardian Era. 

e Sunday will be an opportunity to relax with friends 
and enjoy Canberra's attractions. Essentially a ‘free 
day’, we will provide you with a number of suggested 
self-drive tour itinerairies. 

e Sunday evening of course is the Formal Dinner and 
Presentation of Trophies. Pre-dinner drinks are to be 
held in the Marble Foyer of the New Parliament House 
and dinner in the Great Hall. This is, unavoidably, an 
expensive venue, and the timing (Sunday evening) adds 
a premium to the cost. However, we have negotiated a 
good deal and consider this venue to be an absolute 
must for our valued visitors and friends. 

e Monday morning we shall sadly farewell you at 
Breakfast and wish you a safe journey home. 

The Rally committee, and indeed the entire member- 
ship of the A.C.T. Branch, continues to strive to make 
this an enjoyable and economic Rally. We want to see 
you here in Canberra and urge one and all to Please 
motor over next March. Registration forms are in this 
issue of PRAECLARUM. Please register early. 


Ian Dunn, Rally Director, 
on behalf of the Rally Committee 
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The original 1949 (short boot) Silver Dawn shared its standard steel saloon body (except for the bonnet) and its chassis (except for the radiator 


shell) with the Bentley Mk VI, and its engine with the Silver Wraith. The Silver Dawn was the first Rolls-Royce to have fixed radiator shutters. This 


The Silver Dawn 


is SBA82. 


1949-1955 


by Bob Nicholson & Stefan Szabo (U.S.A.) 


Bob Nicholson is a member of our Club, 
who resides in San Francisco, California, 
and who visits Australia from time to time. 
He attended the last Federal Rally and 
participated in the Overlander and post- 
Rally tour. Bob, with Stefan and Steve 
Szabo, participates in numerous long dis- 
tance tours in the U.S.A. and Canada (see 
P.2-98 front cover and p.3128). 


Silver Dawn will always have its 
unique place in the history of Rolls-Royce 
motor cars. These cars were the first 
“standard steel” bodied Rolls-Royces. 

The Silver Dawn made its public debut 
at the World’s Fair in Toronto, Canada in 
1949. Introducing this car outside of 
England was no coincidence, as Rolls- 
Royce told the audience this model was 
intended for export only. And this was 
certainly the case as it wasn’t until Sept- 
ember 1953 that the first Silver Dawn was 
delivered to the home market. It is interest- 
ing to note that after this date the vast 


majority of cars were not exported but 
were delivered to customers in Great 
Britain. In the end though, out of the 761 
Silver Dawns produced, 60% were ex- 
ported. 

Over its six year production run various 
modifications were made to the Silver 
Dawn. These changes were simultaneous- 
ly occurring to its sister car the Bentley Mk 


Country of delivery 


United Kingdom 
U.S.A. 
Australia 
France 
Canada 
Switzerland 
Egypt 
Kenya 
Ireland 

Italy 

Others 
TOTAL 


VI and then later on the Bentley R-type. 

The first major change to the Silver 
Dawn was an increase in capacity of its six 
cylinder engine from 41% to 41 litres in 
July 1951. These bigger engined cars com- 
menced at the SFC chassis series. Earlier 
in the same year the 41/ litre engines were 
installed in the Bentley Mk VI starting 
with the MD series. When looking at: the 
back of a right-hand drive Mk VI, one can 
tell if it has the 41/ litre engine by seeing 
if it has a dual exhaust system. This rule 
does not pertain to the Silver Dawn, nor to 
the left-hand drive Mk VI, both of which 
continued with a single exhaust (with the 
4Y litre engine) up until Silver Dawn 
chassis SRH2 when it also switched over 
to a dual exhaust system like the late right- 
hand drive Mk VIs and all R-types. 

An interesting fact to point out at this 
time is that the Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn 
never used S.U. carburetters. These cars 
were first equipped with a single dual- 
choke Stromberg and then starting at 
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Gearbox 
Automatic: 421 cars (55%) 
Manual: 340 cars (45%) 


Note: all automatic cars were ‘long boot", 
i.e. 'E’ series and later. 


chassis LSFC102 a single Zenith carbur- 
etter was used. Both set-ups had an auto- 
matic choke. One year later the second big 
change took place when the Silver Dawn 
received a larger boot which doubled its 
volume to 17.4 cu. ft. This change took 
place from the beginning of the SKE 


Boot 
Short boot: 280 cars (37%) 
Long boot: 481 cars (63%) 


Note: these figures ignore coachbuilt cars, 
for which the terms ‘short boot’ and 
‘long boot’ are not relevant. 


chassis series. The same change took place 
to the Bentley Mk VI, which became 
known as the Bentley R-type. At this time 
the introduction of an automatic gearbox 
(GM Hydramatic) in the Silver Dawn took 
place. Customers quickly embraced the 
idea and most (but not all) cars produced 
from chassis No. LSKE10 onward were so 
equipped. The automatic gearbox option 


Engine 


41 litre: 170 cars (22%) 
4% litre: 591 cars (78%) 


41% litre short boot:170 cars (22%) 
414 litre short boot:110 cars (14%) 
414 litre long boot: 481 cars (64% 


was confined to export cars until produc- 
tion of the gearbox commenced at Crewe. 
Cars fitted with the manual gearbox had 
the traditional right-hand gear-change 
(right-hand drive) or column shift (left- 
hand drive), though a few cars had a central 
floor-mounted gear lever. 


Steering (left-hand/right-hand) 


Left-hand drive: 264 cars (35%) 
Right-hand drive: 497 cars (65%) 


Apart from the grille and bonnet there 
were no major external differences be- 
tween Silver Dawns and their Bentley 
counterparts. This was also the case for the 
interior although there were some detail 
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The long boot Silver Dawn, introduced in 1952, provided a useful increase in luggage capacity 
as well as having more balanced lines (though that, of course, is a purely subjective view). This 
is a 1954 car (SOG36), owned by David & Diana Jones (Vic.). Photo by Graham Cornish (Vic.). 


The Silver Dawn used the same six-cylinder engine as the Silver Wraith, of 4,257 c.c. displace- 
ment (the first 170 cars), then enlarged to 4,566 c.c., at first with a single dual-choke Stromberg 
carburetter then, from chassis LSFC102, a single Zenith carburetter was fitted. 


This late Silver Dawn has the ignition/lighting switchbox in the centre of the instrument panel 
rather than to the right of the steering column. This change occurred at the SRH chassis series. 


‘ 
ay 


3240 


This 1952 Silver Dawn (LSHD22) has saloon coachwork by Ghia. It is the only Silver Dawn bodied by that Italian coachbuilder and was a 1952 


Turin Motor Show exhibit. lt was photographed by Tom Solley (U.K.) when in his ownership. 


differences, as follows: 

The ignition switchbox on Silver 
Dawns was placed between the steering 
column and driver’s door and not in the 
middle of the center instrument panel as on 
Mk VIs and R-types. Instead, Silver 
Dawns had their speedometers mounted 
squarely in the middle of the instrument 


panel. The clock was also relocated from 
the glovebox door (where it was on Mk VIs 
and R-types) to the centre instrument 
panel. This facia layout continued until the 
SRH chassis series, when the Silver Dawn 
adopted the instrument panel layout of the 
Bentley R-type. 

Interior enhancements continued 


Another European coachbuilder who built only one body on a Silver Dawn chassis was Henri 
Chapron of Paris, who built this striking drophead coupé on 1955 chassis LSTH79. Photo by 


Tom Solley. 
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throughout the production run. Side scuttle 
ventilators were introduced at chassis 
SDB44. Front door quarter-vent windows 
which could open to a wider angle were 
introduced into production in January 
1952. 

Shortly after this a pull-out tray under 
the centre of the facia was added (to which 
the radio was attached) along with a new 
pop out cigar lighter replacing the “‘cats- 
eye” lighter as used in earlier cars. Around 
the same time the small tool kit was moved 
from under the glovebox to under the front 
seat. 

Coachbuilders also showed their 
designs on the Silver Dawn chassis. A total 
of 66 chassis were delivered to the 
coachbuilders’ facilities — most going to 
Park Ward and Hooper. About half of the 
coachbuilt cars were drophead coupés, the 
rest being 2-door and 4-door saloon 
bodies. The curb weight of a Silver Dawn 
with a standard saloon body was ap- 
proximately 4,200 Ibs. 

Silver Dawns were finished in a wide 
variety of colors whether they had standard 
steel or coachbuilt body styles. Black was 
the most popular choice, followed by dual- 
tone grey, Tudor Grey, Midnight Blue and 
Shell Grey (metallic silver). Some of the 
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Coachbullt Silver Dawns 
Park Ward 

Hooper 

James Young 

Freestone & Webb 

H.J. Mulliner 


Harold Radford 
Ghia 

Henri Chapron 
Farina 

TOTAL 


more unusual two-toned combinations 
were Maroon/Canary Yellow, Mush- 
room/Arabian Brown, Biscuit/Havana 
Brown and Green/Yellow. Rolls-Royce 
also offered an extensive range of colors 
for their leather trimmed interiors. The 
normal colors included beige, tan, red, 
light blue, green, black and light grey. But 
not all Silver Dawns left Crewe this way 
as at least six cars were fitted with cloth 
interiors. This is something which should 
be noted when judging these cars. 

Even though Bentley Mk VIs and R- 
types outsold Silver Dawns 10 to 1, the 
Silver Dawn was at the top of its class for 
comfort, style, elegance and build quality. 
They are among the rarest and most over- 
looked of the post-war Rolls-Royce cars. 

The author would like to give special 
thanks to Ian W. Rimmer for his data and 
assistance with this article. Ian works for 
Rolls-Royce at Crewe and is a member of 
the Management Committee of R.R.E.C. 
He is also the author of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Experimental Cars. Also special 
thanks to Hermann Albers (Albers Rolls- 
Royce), and Steve Szabo. 7 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise acknowledged 


Chassis numbers 

All series commencing with 1 use 
odd numbers only, omitting 13; those 
commencing with 2 use even 
numbers only. 


SBA2 - SBA138, SCA1 - SCA63 
SDB2 - SDB140 

SFC2 - SFC160 

SHD2 - SHD60 

SKE2 - SKESO, SLE1 - SLE51 
SMF2 - SMF76, SNF1 - SNF125 
SOG2 - SOG100, SPG1 - SPG101 
SRH2 - SRH100, STH1 - STH101 
SUJ2 - SUJ130, SVJ1 - SVJ133 
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A 
built on both Silver Dawn and Bentley chassis. Above is one of 26 such creations on Silver Dawn 
chassis. These varied considerably, as may be seen in Tom Solley’s photo (below) of LSMF32, 
with no rear quarter-light, a higher wingline, and different rear spats. The upper car has the 
standard Wilmot Breeden export-type bumpers and overriders, while LSMF32 has the extra- 
heavy duty type fitted to North American exports. Many readers will recognise Tony Handler, 
the spare parts man, in the upper photograph. 


Freestone & Webb built six saloon bodies on Silver Dawn chassis. This one (SOG48) is owned 


by Lionel Whitehead (U.K.), though it was in Australia for a tim 


e. Photo by Lionel Whitehead, 
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Corniche two-door saloon was dropped from the range at the end of 1980. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 5 — a life of Quality at Mulliner Park Ward 


When I joined the Quality Department 
(always known simply as Quality) early in 
1985 I like to think that Peter Goodall (PG) 
and Bob Scammell (RVS) were happy to 
receive me into their company, realising 
that my knowledge of the Body-In- White 
and fair all-round experience, including 
the various country requirements for the 
Corniche, would complement their respec- 
tive extensive experience. Our manager, 
John Castell-Evans (JCE), whilst being 
well educated, was not the most practical 
of people. He tended to leave the day to 
day running of Quality and its various 
problems to PG, who was also in charge of 
me. Realising PG’s extra commitments, 
JCE promoted him to Senior Quality 
Engineer. Although RVS was situated in 
Quality and was an integral part of our 
team, he was actually the Electrical Project 
Engineer, reporting to John Lake (JAL), 
the Engineering Manager. 

When the Bentley Mulsanne was intro- 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


duced, replacing the T2, the Crewe Spares 
Department placed a final order for T2 
radiator shells for their own spares require- 
ments and for anticipated future orders for 
the Bentley Corniche, which used the same 
radiator shell. The tooling was then 
scrapped. The introduction of the 
Mulsanne Turbo in 1982 began a resur- 
gence in the profile of the Bentley marque, 
resulting in increased orders for the 
Bentley Corniche, which was later 
renamed the Bentley Continental. The 
radiator shells were supplied by Crewe 
Spares, whose stock inevitably became ex- 
hausted. One of my first tasks in Quality 
was to approve a Bentley radiator shell 
made by Park Sheet Metal. Their repre- 
sentative, Gordon Manders, brought a 
shell assembly produced from components 
made on hammer form blocks and welded 
together. This was offered up to several 
Bodies-In- White and, being satisfactory, I 
“bought it off’? — i.e. accepted it. At 
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The mainstay of Mulliner Park Ward production from 1971 until the end came was the Corniche Convertible. This is a 1983 Model Year car. The 


Mulliner Park Ward the Bentley shell was 
offered up to the BIW and the front wings 
lead-loaded to suit the exact profile of the 
shell, which was then stamped with the 
body number or, later on, the Vehicle Iden- 
tification Number (VIN) before being sent 
to a local plating company. Bare shells 
were supplied to Crewe Spares where they 
were plated on site. 

While in the Engineering Department I 
had always responded, with other engin- 
eers, to production problems but now 
found myself in a reversed “cradle to 
grave” situation where I was expected to 
instigate the corrective action to BIW 
problems only after they were noted many 
weeks later on the Finishing Line! Overall, 
the staff in the various engineering depart- 
ments — Production, Engineering, 
Design, Drawing Office and Quality — 
worked very well together for the resolu- 
tion of all manner of problems. 

The profile of Quality had been 


5-98 


heightened by JCE who, whenever he 
attended meetings with other managers, 
seemed to offer “our” help, little realising 
the extent of the extra and diverse tasks he 
was expecting us to undertake. Typically, 
the Manufacturing Manager, Ken King 
(KGK), raised the subject of shortages on 
the Bodies-In-Brown as received from 
Crewe. Such shortages were at their worst 
during model or ‘Model Year’ changes, 
causing so many problems during produc- 
tion that on occasions BIBs on receipt at 
Hythe Road had items systematically 
removed in order to sustain the Finishing 
Line. A call to one of our colleagues at 
Crewe would often confirm ‘nil stock’ in 
the stores, yet they were able to locate 
more than adequate stocks to sustain four- 
door saloon production! Our friends at 
Crewe would remove sufficient parts to 
keep MPW going, leaving a ‘Shortage 
Ticket’ which would generate an order to 
cover the items misappropriated for us. 

A major problem we had concerned the 
Corniche hood operating rams, which had 
been supplied by Smiths Hydraulic 
Systems and were of proven reliability. 
Late in 1985, MPW began to encounter 
problems with rams procured from another 
company by our Purchasing Department 
on a cost-saving basis. We had difficulties 
adjusting the operating length of the ram 
as the threading on the eyebolts and rams 
was not always satisfactory. Hoods also 
suffered from “snatchy” operation due to 
incorrect pressure differentials inside the 
rams. After several months we reverted to 
the original Smiths equipment. 

Everyday problems arose such as 
supplying the wheel-trim removal tool 
after the Bentley Continental was fitted 
with alloy wheels and some customers 
specified the previous steel wheels and 
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trims. The back adhesive cloth tape used at 
MPW to protect brightwork during ship- 
ping was found to leave a residue when 
removed, which could only be removed by 
using solvents that were potentially 
damaging to paintwork and lamp lenses. 
We received a fax from Ted Cook, a Rolls- 
Royce Company representative in the 
United States, advising us that it took three 
times longer to unmask a two-door car than 
a four-door. He suggested we use the white 
tape that Crewe used, which also had the 
advantage of being less expensive. Why 
did MPW have to find out from America?! 

We found ourselves involved with the 
Department of Transport Vehicle Type 
Approval inspections, where the car to be 
submitted for inspection would be passed 
to Quality to ensure that it complied with 
the regulations and had the correct parts 
fitted. The car’s History Book showed the 
serial/part numbers of critical items such 
as suspension and brake system compon- 
ents etc., and also detailed any problems or 
mechanical changes during build. Whilst 
the exhaust system components had 
stamped on part numbers and lamps had 
approved codes on their lenses, other less 
accessible parts such as seat belts and their 
stalks had their identification confirmed by 
other (unfitted) items. The DoT inspectors 
could reject the car for any deviation from 
R-R/MPW’’s specification or any infringe- 
ment of regulations that might result in a 
failure — usually these were of a very 
minor nature and easily resolved. 

An initially confusing situation arose 
regarding cars destined for Japan during 
1985, Crewe Marketing having decided 
that we would no longer build cars specifi- 
cally for this market. Instead, a Corniche 
ordered for Japan would be built to left- 
hand drive North American specification, 


left-hand drive cars then being considered 
‘trendy’ in that country, while the Bentley 
Continental would be offered as right-hand 
drive home market cars. This meant that a 
customer in Japan, a right-hand drive 
market, effectively had a choice between a 
left-hand drive Rolls-Royce and a right- 
hand drive Bentley, and there was no 
option to change the hand of drive for 
either model. When we queried this we 
were told “the necessary modifications 
would be undertaken in Japan prior to 
delivery”. Whilst the home market 
Continental’s specification suited Japan, 
except perhaps for the radio, the Corniche 
was another matter. Its U.S.A. radio would 
need changing and the headlamps changed 
to right-hand drive items, the car otherwise 
Temaining as a left-hand drive car. We 
were also advised by our Pacific Rim col- 
leagues that the high-mounted brake light 
fitted to the boot lid of North America 
spec. cars was removed on arrival in Japan, 
necessitating welding and refinishing of 
the boot lid! Obviously it would have been 
better had MPW simply been allowed to 
omit this item. 

One morning our MD, Jim Symmonds 
(Sys), asked me if I would kindly collect 
his Company car and refuel it. I informed 
him that I was not on the Driving List. “‘All 
Quality people should be on the Driving 
List”, replied he! I paged PG — he and Sys 
(‘Timbo”) were good friends — and he 
organised matters. About two weeks later 
JCE informed Dave Moore (DM), Bernard 
West (BW), Dave Witcher (BW/DBW) 
and me that we would be taking the 
Company’s driving test at Crewe. Though 
we knew most aspects of the cars, driving 
one was a somewhat different matter and 
PG took it upon himself to “borrow” a 
Corniche in order that we should have a 


Paul Sandal, a Finishing Inspector, ensuring that all body corrective action has been taken before painting of the BIB begins. Note the doors on 
their ‘outrigger’ hinges. The boot lid was similarly mounted for painting. Right: PG auditing a Bentley Continental. 
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When the Bentley version of the Corniche was renamed the Bentley Continental for the 1985 
Model Year it continued to use pressed steel wheels with spun stainless steel wheel trims. After 
a year or so, alloy wheels became standard but some customers continued to specify the old 
wheels. The revival of such a strongly evocative model name gave sales such a boost that stocks 
of the T2 radiator shell used by this model ran out, and the tooling having been destroyed! 


drive around the MPW site to acquire some 
feel for the cars and their handling. 

At Crewe our examiner, George Locket 
(Lkt) said “I know you have all passed the 
R-R test for driving your own cars on 
Company business,” (we hadn’t) “but this 
is somewhat different”. I was paired with 
DM and I was to drive on the outward route 
and DM would bring us back. The car was 
a Bentley Eight. Lkt stated that observa- 
tion was paramount: “observe the (over- 
head) telephone wires, they show the 
course of the road and where the next bend 
is”, “remember the school times — and 
beware of children”. He advised us to 
acknowledge another driver’s courtesy: 
“he pays the same (road) tax as you and 
uses half as much road”. Then it was DM’s 
turn to drive us back. Lkt said “thind that 
cyclist. We don’t want to scratch our 
paintwork”. Dave and I had difficulty 
keeping straight faces. Lkt asked DM to 
change with me as he considered I had 
encountered little traffic on the way out, 
and I drove the mile or two back to the 
factory. The Crewe rush hour is quieter 
than London on a Sunday! We all passed 
and were now qualified to drive any 
private, customer or Company car, except 
for Experimental ones. 

Analogue memory seat switches were 
first fitted to ’86 Model Year North 
American cars and, though clever in the 
principle of using the microswitches them- 
selves to centralise the operating knobs, 
were not always reliable. RVS and the 
bench electricians spent many hours trying 


to obtain satisfactory operation. Calls to 
Crewe evinced the reply “we don’t have a 
problem”. PG and RVS decided that the 
addition of light gauge coil springs would 
assist operation and affect a cure. They 
initially used ball-point pen retraction 
springs but these had insufficient 
poundage. Between us we located a most 
helpful company in Uxbridge which PG 
and I visited. We showed them a seat 
switch and “our” springs and, on the spot, 
they produced sample springs of varying 
strengths. RVS selected a set of their 
lighter springs, which proved most effect- 
ive, and MPW placed an order. When the 
Crewe engineers learned that MPW had 
overcome the problem of sticking seat 
switches, word passed to the MD, Peter 
Ward (Wrd), who personally instructed 
MPW not to fit the springs. A couple of 
weeks later, Wrd drove a four-door car out 
of the Crewe factory into Pyms Lane and 
operated the forward seat control, which 
stuck, pressing him against the steering 
wheel! His anger was immense and he 
instructed that all cars with analogue seat 
controls were “to be fitted with MPW 
return springs” until correct operation to 
the Crewe specification could be guar- 
anteed. 

PG was now instructing me how to 
undertake the two-weekly finished car 
audits which involved all aspects of the 
finished car, The first step was to verify the 
VIN and specification against the car’s 
History Book, and from that book to ensure 
all mechanical work and road testing had 
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been completed, checked, and signed off. 
We were allowed a day to audit each car, 
the presentation being made to senior 
management the following day. This audit 
was similar to the BIW audits but, neces- 
sarily, there were many more items to 
check. The finished car audits had different 
categories which were designed to ensure 
that the customer had a first-rate car. This 
audit, like that of the BIW, operated on a 
demerit system. Pg, who lives some 20 
miles from Hythe Road, would drive the 
audit car home through the evening rush 
hour in slow traffic, returning very early 
next morning to put some speed on the car 
and check for wind noise. 

The first category that we checked was 
paintwork, looking for ‘orange peel’, tape 
edges, rub-throughs, and poor or dry finish 
on the doors’ front faces and ‘A’ posts. 
Although the average owner was, perhaps, 
unlikely to open the bonnet, PG insisted 
that the drain channels for both bonnet and 
boot be finished to a high standard. I do not 
remember faults ever being found with the 
plated windscreen trims. The glaziers 
would accept nothing less than perfect 
items as they were not easy to replace. 

Brightwork was next on the list. PG was 
adamant that the radiator shell had to be 
damn near perfect: “it sells the car so it has 
to be good”, said he. The headlamp bezels, 
side window frames (by now stainless), 
door and boot handles, bumpers and rear 
lamps were checked for finish and any 
damage. 

Checking the interior trim concerned 
looking for minor damage caused, per- 
haps, by electricians and finishers under- 
taking final operations. We suffered minor 
grazes and soiled trim, scratches to the 
woodwork and damaged screws. To be 
fair, a minor uncorrected item on the 
inspection snagger’s list, would be noted 
but not demerited. The managers would 
then ask why corrective action had not 
been instigated. Correct operation of all 
electrical equipment such as lights, 
windows, seats and, of course, the hood 
were all checked. 

The last audit category was really 
mechanical, checking that the various 
pipework was not chafing, fluid levels 
were correct, wheels correctly torqued and 
tyres correctly inflated. The small tool kit 
with its spanners and bulbs together with 
the road wheel tools had to be correct for 
the car’s intended domicile. 


To be continued 
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Nothing left but the names 


Now that the dust has settled on the 
tawdry takeover by two German com- 
panies of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
marques, the intentions of the two new 
owners are beginning to emerge. For most 
Club members who have owned both 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars with pride 
over the years the future directions for the 
marques look increasingly foreign to us. 

Looking at the final outcome of the sale 
of the Company, it would be difficult to 
construct a more disastrous result than the 
one that has been “achieved”. No matter 
whose perspective one takes — an owner, 
a Club member, or the old Company — 
everyone has lost, except of course for 
Vickers! 

Even in the short term the public wrang- 
ling between the various parties involved 
has reportedly led to a 30% fall in sales, 
and cars are being heavily discounted in 
the U.K. in an attempt to shore up sales, at 
a time of booming sales of cars generally. 
In particular, all of us who hold dear the 
traditions of the old Company and the 
ideals and philosophies of Sir Henry 
Royce and Charles Rolls have reason to 
feel distressed. 

As recently as May 26th, the then Chief 
Executive of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, 
Graham Morris, made the following state- 
ment in relation to the sale: 

“IT would like to close by re-stating one 
crucial point. The essence and character 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars is 
derived from the way they are built at 
Crewe by our highly skilled and very proud 
craftsmen and women, engineers and sup- 
port staff. The intrinsic quality of these 
motor cars is the result of the finest 
materials and components sourced, as 
they always have been, from around the 
world, and the way we assemble them into 
our unique motor cars. This will not be 
adversely affected in any way by new 
ownership of our company, quite the 
opposite, they will encourage and enhance 
it.” 

Graham Morris was right in identifying 
a number of central characteristics in rela- 
tion to the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
marques (though apart from automatic 
transmissions, the large-scale sourcing of 
components from “around the world” is in 
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fact a new phenomenon). The problem is 
that the sale has resulted in a failure to 
achieve any of these “crucial” objectives. 
From 2003 Rolls-Royce cars will no 
longer be built at Crewe and the craftsman- 
ship at Crewe will be subordinated to the 
volume production of “Bentley” cars. Per- 
haps the resignation of Graham Morris 
indicates that he recognises these realities. 

Perhaps the most tragic dimension of 
the sale is that ownership of these two great 
marques has fallen into not just foreign 
hands but two different, competing foreign 
companies. 

Both F.H. Royce and C.S. Rolls were 
proud patriots, determined to ensure that 
the best car in the world would be British. 
The 1905 catalogue of C.S. Rolls & Co. 
proudly announced the new “all British” 
Rolls-Royce motor car. Both men were 
motoring pioneers in more ways than one, 
determined to ensure that Britain led the 
way in setting the highest standards of 
motoring excellence. Both would turn in 
their graves if they knew that their creation 
had been sold to foreigners — particularly 
to the Germans. A strong emphasis on 
British ownership has been an essential 
hallmark of Rolls-Royce over the last 90 
years. Remember the advertisements — 
‘Rolls-Royce, Pride of Britain, Envy of the 
World’? I wonder what the German sequel 
to that advertising will be in future years. 

On the positive side, there is little doubt 
that following the sale both names will 
survive in the immediate future. But that 
was never in doubt anyway. The tragedy is 
that, in essence, there is little else left but 
the names. 

Let’s look at the facts of the so-called 
“compromise” agreement between Volks- 
wagen and BMW, and examine the pro- 
posed directions as stated by the two new 
owners and the likely consequences for the 
marques and clubs such as ours. 

BMW has paid Rolls-Royce Plc £40 
million for the Rolls-Royce marque and 
has agreed to license the name to VW until 
the end of 2002, after which BMW will use 
the name itself, on a new range of cars to 
be built on a ‘greenfields’ site in the U.K., 
presumably well away from Crewe, which 
will by then have become a Bentley fac- 
tory. According to preliminary reports, 


these new “Rolls-Royce” cars will be 
based on a new BMW 9 Series platform, 
predominently designed in Germany, 
powered by a BMW engine and built from 
BMW componentry (as is now the case 
with Rover). In fact, the proposed 9 Series 
BMW will not now be built, but will be- 
come a “Rolls-Royce”! It will have 
absolutely no Rolls-Royce provenance 
and will be unrelated to any product of the 
old Company. There is no doubt that it will 
be a very good and desirable motor car, but 
it will be no more a Rolls-Royce than any 
other high quality car. 

It would also not be surprising if be- 
tween now and 2003 BMW finds an insur- 
mountable reason for reconsidering its 
commitment to manufacture in the U.K. — 
no suitable sites available, land too expen- 
sive, labour too expensive or not adequate- 
ly skilled, union problems, planning 
regulations, or costs too high. BMW will 
be reluctantly forced to build in Germany, 
though of course with the final application 
of the obligatory burr walnut and Connolly 
hide interior fittings carried out in England 
in an attempt to justify the name. 

The picture is little better at Crewe 
where, under VW ownership, the Silver 
Seraph and Bentley Arnage will continue 
to be built, using BMW engines, until the 
end of 2002 when BMW will start produc- 
tion of its “Rolls-Royce”. 

VW Chairman, Ferdinand Piéch, has 
already foreshadowed his proposed direc- 
tion for the Crewe works. He wants to 
build 10,000 “Bentleys” per year, includ- 
ing a small model to rival BMW’s 3 Series. 
Such a direction would be contrary to 
everything the old Company stood for. 
Both Sir Henry Royce and W.O. Bentley 
were committed to excellence in design 
and craftsmanship. Neither was interested 
in mass production, nor in competing 
against builders of ‘mid-range’ cars. 

A related issue is whether the Crewe 
factory has the capacity to build that many 
cars, not being configured for volume 
production as well as being too small. The 
employees at Crewe are craftsmen, not 
automatons mechanically assembling 
mass-produced cars. One really does have 
to wonder whether Ferdinand Piéch really 
has any comprehension of the nature of the 


production philosophy at Crewe, or is it his 
intention to build these small “Bentleys” 
in Germany? 

Our Club, inter alia, is committed to 
honouring the work and ideals of Sir Henry 
Royce. The key question that we as a club 
need to ask is whether either of the 
founders of the old Company would wish 
their name to be associated with any 
foreign-owned company building foreign- 
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designed cars with foreign componentry. 
Would they wish to be associated with the 
mass production of mid-range cars? I think 
the answer is emphatically no on all 
counts! 

Our Club needs to draw a line in the 
sand right now. We cannot accept stand- 
ards and design philosophies that would be 
unacceptable to the Company’s founders. 
Furthermore, now that the Company has 
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transferred to foreign hands, any residual 
justification for accepting the current 
BMW-powered cars has also evaporated. 
Sadly, the design and production philo- 
sophies of the old Company were laid to 
rest in June this year. The future of our 
Club lies in fostering the ideals of Sir 
Henry Royce and the excellence and 
achievements of the last 94 years. We can 
take no other course. ¥ 


1999 Tasmanian Discovery Tour 


‘A Step Back in Time’ 


New South Wales Branch members Allan Simpson and 
Eric Lang are inviting expressions of interest for the most 
ambitious tour yet organised by them; a wonderful tour of 
the island State of Tasmania during the springtime of 1999. 
In the tradition of previous Overlanders (to Federal 
Rallies) such as ‘The Gold Rush’, ‘Beyond the Black 
Stump’ and ‘The Southern Aurora’, intending participants 
may rest assured of being well looked after by way of being 
provided with the best quality accommodation available, 
good food and wine, as well as having great fun and 
interesting times together. 

Arriving in magical Tasmania, you will take ‘A Step 
Back in Time’ where every turn of your head will reveal a 
different sight, another adventure, breathtaking scenery, 
enthralling history and an opportunity to see and explore 
some of the most magnificent and interesting heritage 
buildings of our country’s convict past. As we circum- 
navigate this most ‘English-like’ portion of Australia on 
quiet, sealed rural thoroughfares, you will see a number of 
grand Georgian-style country homes as well as passing 
through quaint villages where small sandstone cottages, 
unchanged since early settlement, line the verge of the 
road. 

Those who are keen photographers, love collecting 
antiques and fine arts, enjoy gourmet food, wine connois- 
seurs and steam train buffs, will be in their element on this 
proposed Tour, as will keen gardeners who will absolutely 
adore the early spring show expected tulips, daffodils and 
camellias! It is envisaged that the tour will commence from 
Sydney on Saturday, September 11th 1999, and following 
a leisurely couple of days motoring with two overnight 
stops, we will board the fully stabilised Spirit of Tasmania 
in Melbourne during the afternoon of the following Mon- 
day. 

Crossing Bass Strait overnight, we arrive in Devonport 
at 8.30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 14th 1999 whereupon 


the Tasmanian Discovery Tour will commence in earnest. 
First, we head to the west where the countryside is wild, 
untamed and rugged with a magnificent river to cruise. 
Next, we will pass through the centre — the scenic ‘Lakes 
District’ where the majestic Cradle Mountain is its crown- 
ing glory — before arriving in the south where historic 
areas abound. There, we will be able to visit infamous Port 
Arthur, then it will be on to the State’s capital of Hobart 
where everything from the Wrest Point Casino, the famous 
Salamanca Place Market (near the finishing point of the 
annual Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race) to the new Antarctic 
Adventure Centre will be found. We will then drive along 
the ‘sun coast’ of the east, swathed by white sandy beaches, 
sheltered bays and spectacular headlands before arriving 
in the fertile and cultivated area of the north where we pass 
through the vineyards of the lovely Tamar Valley and visit 
Launceston, Tasmania’s second oldest city. 

During the late afternoon of Tuesday, 28 September 
1999, we shall bid farewell to the ‘Apple Isle’ after em- 
barking once again on the Spirit of Tasmania for our return 
overnight passage to the mainland, arriving at the dock in 
Melbourne at 8.30 a.m. the following morming. 

Costs associated with the Tour are yet to be determined 
and will, to some extent, depend on the number of people 
taking part. Bearing in mind the lengthy lead-up time 
required for the organisation of an epic event such as this, 
particularly in regard to making reservations on the Spirit 
of Tasmania, members interested in participating in the 
Tasmanian Discovery Tour are invited to direct their ex- 
pressions of interest as soon as possible by writing to: 


Allan Simpson, PO Box 261, Kensington, N.S.W., 2033, 
Australia. 

Telephone inquiries may be made by ringing Allan on 
02-9546-4495 (work), 02-9362-9440 (home), or Eric on 
02-9579-5790 at any time. 
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The future of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
enthusiasts’ clubs 


It is beyond question that the develop- 
ments in the ownerships of the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques over the past 
few months will have the most fundamen- 
tal consequences for all the enthusiast 
bodies around the world which have been 
dedicated to the appreciation of these 
hitherto so closely related motor cars. 

Those clubs which have been devoted 
to a narrower segment of this history, such 
as the Twenty Ghost Club, are fortunate in 
that they have already to a large extent 
drawn their boundary around what was of 
supreme interest, in their eyes. The bodies 
which have accepted these sister marques 
as complementary expressions of a shared 
ideal of excellence now have perhaps two 
years to reflect upon the bases of their 
loyalties. Until the recent corporate 
debacle, it has been possible (and many 
have done so) to argue optimistically that 
a mere change in the ultimate ownership 
of the overall enterprise need not have 
deleterious consequences for the quality 
and the tradition of the products themsel- 
ves, made on the same shop floor by the 
same skilled hands, within a continuity of 
incrementally evolving technical 
specification. It was likewise well argued 
recently that even the adoption of a 
proprietary engine, notwithstanding the 
emotional difficulty in abandoning what 
used once to be regarded as the “heart” of 
a motor car, is only one more step along a 
long and inevitable road. 

The century-old history of the motor 
car has seen the enterprise of producing a 
reliable and refined vehicle shift profound- 
ly in character, from being a challenge to 
skilled design and craftsmanship, to being 
an everyday commonplace of largely 
automated production machinery tireless- 
ly reproducing any number of copies of 
extremely functionally competent vehicles 
whose objective refinement, reliability, ef- 
ficiency and roadgoing dynamics would 
seem little short of miraculous to an earlier 
generation, especially considering their 
present affordability to the ordinary 
citizen. Over just a few decades we have 


By Lee Rodda (S.A.) 


all come to accept that the emphasis of the 
quality of Rolls-Royce — the very mean- 
ing of the name — has inevitably moved 
from a byword for excellence in engineer- 
ing design and execution, to a symbol of 
superiority in luxury specification and 
finish. A less noble thing, in the eyes of 
many. The introduction of the Silver 
Seraph has only reaffirmed this long- 
developing shift in emphasis from the 
“chassis” to the “body”. 

For 67 years, effectively for the whole 
lifetime of even the most mature en- 
thusiast, the characters of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley have been two sides of the one fine 
coin. Enthusiast owners and followers of 
the marques have been able to admire the 
complementary characters of the most 
refined elegance, and equally refined per- 
formance. At any time, the various mem- 
bers of the current model range have been 
like members of a family which share a 
common parentage and background but 
which have developed different but both 
very fine personalities. 

One may feel sympathy for the office- 
holders of the Company and their servants, 
the public relations people, for the task 
with which they have had to cope since late 
last year. Inevitably, what was expected to 
happen, and in due course what did in fact 
happen, was presented as the very best 
thing that could have happened ... Thus, 
they stated emphatically that they were 
looking forward to working closely with 
the people from BMW, then that they were 
looking forward to working with the 
people from Volkswagen, and now to 
quote Mr Keith Sanders, Board Member 
for Sales and Marketing: “Whilst some- 
what away from the original expectations 
of how this situation would be resolved, 
this is an excellent solution as not only will 
this give confidence to our current and 
future owners, it will also strengthen, very 
firmly, the plans we had to separate more 
clearly these two fine marques through 
greater product differentiation in the fu- 
ture” . One suspects that had the Company 
been taken over by the AntiChrist or by 


malevolent Aliens, the same fulsome and 
enthusiastic optimism would have been 
evoked! 

No doubt, in the same spirit with which 
the ambassadors of the two owners must 
have met to negotiate the present agree- 
ment to save face, placate their respective 
shareholders and present a confident front 
to the world of prospective purchasers, 
there will be many more meetings over the 
next two years between “my people” and 
“your people”. No doubt a positive gloss 
will be put upon whatever expedient com- 
promises arise over the next two or three 
years. One underlying fact is that the two 
new owners are bitter rivals and will be 
driven to cut their losses and maximise 
their returns for their massive expendi- 
tures. In effect, “Rolls-Royce” has been 
sold twice, and it is not going to be easy 
for its two inheritors to get their money 
back in a hurry. The universal consensus is 
that cars of both marques will have to be 
sold in very much greater numbers than 
hitherto. To be realistic, this means that a 
new something styled and badged as a 
Bentley, and a new something as a Rolls- 
Royce, are going to be made for half the 
price or less than we have been accus- 
tomed to see. They will be more “affor- 
dable”. They will be more “popular”. They 
will probably be re-bodied versions of the 
top-of-the-line Audi and BMW respec- 
tively. Just as a Saab is now an Opel/Vaux- 
hall floorpan, engine and drivetrain with 
an undoubtedly very attractive body which 
adopts certain styling cues from Saabs of 
the past when that marque had a deserved 
reputation for a individualistic and distinc- 
tive Swedish approach to motor engineer- 
ing. Just as we will shortly be seeing little 
Citroén commercial vans which far from 
continuing their forebears’ characters of 
ingenious, idiosyncratic engineering and 
bizarre charm, are little more than a 
pleasantly conventional little bottom-of- 
the-range Peugeot with Citroén motifs ap- 
plied to the facade. 

The new generation of cars will be 
assembled and finished in Britain. They 


will look and smell lovely. They will both 
no doubt be provided from time to time to 
members of the Royal Family and thus 
earn the right to display assorted crests on 
the respective letterheads and glossy 
catalogues. We can be sure that each mar- 
que, after groundrules have been estab- 
lished between their diplomats, will call 
upon their respective long and proud 
heritage and traditions of excellence 
without drawing any comparison with or 
perhaps indeed breathing a word about a 
past association with each other. These 
fears may be groundless, but we might yet 
see a quite Orwellian re-writing of history 
on the glossy pages in a few years time. 
This issue will not go away, for a Club 
such as this. In due course we shall have to 
face what we are all about, in matters rang- 
ing from the very name of the Federal 
Body, the eligibility for membership, the 
Trademark Agreement with the Com- 
panies in future and the judging categories 
and trophies. Only a few months ago it was 
the belief of some members that the Com- 
pany changes need have little impact at the 
Club level. Now it is surely obvious to all 
that we shall have to take a very hard look 
at ourselves. There are likely to be some 
who will feel we are approaching the end 
of an era, and that we should draw a line in 
time beyond which we should not recog- 
nise subsequent vehicles as being fully 
eligible. It could be argued that “Rolls- 
Royce” cars made after the handover date 
of ist January 2003 or whatever it is, 
should be excluded. Against this will be 
the reality that there will be a fine moder- 
nised factory in Crewe employing many of 


i To E... 


Federal Rallies 


Following my term as Federal Presi- 
dent | have had time to reflect, from a 
more comfortable position, on the trends 
in our Club relating to Federal Rallies. 
With the added years one needs to be 
careful to move with the times. Even so, 
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the skilled engineers and craftspeople who 
are there today, producing a Bentley 
Arnage II which will be very similar to the 
present models but with a different but 
very proficient power plant under the bon- 
net. Surely that car will be no less eligible 
that the Arnages and Seraphs which can be 
purchased today? At the same time there 
will be a fine new factory in Derby (or 
wherever) employing some of the former 
Crewe people who have been won away, 
with others from the pool of many fine and 
experienced artisans still available in 
Britain today. They will be building a new 
car following many of the same design 
philosophies as went into the Seraph over 
the past few years of gestation, with the 
help we are sure of many good people from 
BMW who are probably at their drawing 
boards at this very moment suffering a 
strong sense of deja vu as they design the 
mechanical elements of a Seraph again. 

Very likely the Seraph I (shall we call 
it) will be very much a BMW 9-Series 
under the skin, and perhaps there will be a 
super luxury German car badged Horch — 
one of the great Teutonic heavyweights 
from pre-war, long since melted into the 
history of Auto Union — as a different 
body built on an Amage base from down 
the road. And how could the Seraph II with 
the Seraph’s engine, carrying the Name, 
built in Britain with the full authority of 
carrying on the marque — not be a “Rolls- 
Royce”? And be just as eligible as today’s 
model to be accepted into our Club? 

As for the bright, fresh, new, glorious 
little sporty ones from each side, which 
will each have technical and aesthetic 


the escalating cost of Federal Rallies 
seems to be a problem. 

“Why do we have a Federal Rally?” 
may be the question to ask. Apart from 
any Constitutional requirement, | will 
answer this question from my own point 
of view, and in order of my own priorities: 

1. To enjoy my hobby on holiday and 

so meet new kindred spirits and 

refresh old friendships; 

2. To prepare, drive and arrive in the 

car; 

3. To show the car (i.e. Concours 

entry). 

Not all would share my lowest priority, 
some placing it higher, others leaving it 
out altogether, but no matter what is said 


PRACLARVM 


affinities with their bigger sisters — can 
we really say that a Twenty was less of a 
Rolls-Royce than a Silver Ghost? 

After a lot of reflection, I feel that one 
essential move for the Club is to make a 
change to our identity during the next 
couple of years, to Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
Club of Australia. This would require an 
amendment to the Constitutions of the 
Federal body, all the State Incorporated 
bodies, a re-working of the logo, etc. etc. 
However it is the least disruptive change 
and in my view inescapable. It allows our 
Club to keep an open position as to the 
eligibility for membership of future 
owners, however the vehicles produced 
under the respective marques turn out. It 
avoids passing judgment on the respective 
status of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor 
cars until their new history has had the 
chance to develop a little. Above all, it 
avoids disenfranchising present or future 
members for no good grounds we have 
before us at the present. I have long been 
uncomfortable with the “Owners” word 
and this would be an opportunity to set it 
aside. “Enthusiasts” has been mentioned 
previously as an alternative, but this has a 
bit of a “schoolboy” ring to it. It is desirable 
I feel, to make the minimum necessary 
visual, stylistic and phonetic change to 
what we have at present. Even the above 
suggestion has one more syllable, but I 
don’t think this can be avoided. Other ideas 
such as Henry Royce Heritage something 
may reflect more truly what many mem- 
bers cherish the most, but not all members, 
and it would be very confusing to an out- 


sider, yo 


the Federal Concours is a big plank in the 
platform of the Club. 

Having said that, what is next? It is of 
course the associated costs, though 
some members are fortunate enough not 
to have to consider that aspect as care- 
fully as others. However, a// members 
want value for money. Some members 
are unable to justify the current Rally 
costs relative to the small amount of time 
spent. In other words, cost spread over 
days, and too much jammed into too little 
will not always be considered good value 
for money. 

Do we want longer, more leisurely 
Rallies? | have even heard the opinion 
that we should only have Federal Rallies 
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bi-annually, but spread over a longer 
period. | have not yet formed an opinion 
on this, but | do have an opinion on the 
costings. 

After twenty consecutive Federal Ral- 
lies | missed one — Wollongong. Here | 
confess that | fell foul of the fear | had 
expressed some years ago that special 
interest groups or runs would detract 
from Federal Rallies. In my case the 
Wholly Ghost Tour to Central Australia 
did just that. The logistics and cost did 
not make sense for me and, regretably, | 
had to forego the Rally in order to justify 
the Adelaide-Alice Springs sector of the 
Wholly Ghost Tour. When | talk about 
justification, | refer to cost, distance, time 
and comfort — all, you will understand, 
after consultation with my dear Joyce. 

From all reports | was pleased to hear 
that the Wollongong Federal Rally was a 
great success, as of course was the 
Wholly Ghost Tour, but for what percent- 
age of the membership? We must be 
careful not to spread ourselves too thinly. 

Of all the Rallies | have attended, the 
rush to get to the too expensive Saturday 
night function stands out as the most 
disappointing aspect. Across the broad 
spectrum of members, this was inevit- 
ably a flop. Why do we do this? The time 
and effort for organisers is not worth- 
while. A free (as opposed to free of 
charge) night would be a welcome 
change. 

| will always argue that the Federal 
Dinner and Presentation of Trophies on 
Sunday evening should be the focal point 
for dress and cuisine. An above-normal! 
cost can be justified for this function be- 
cause of the special venue and other 
special requirements. To have two con- 
secutive expensive evening functions 
seems to be a little out of hand, as is the 
Registration Fee. 

The latter should only need to cover 
costs of printing, stationery and postage. 
$50 per person to cover these costs for 
300 or more persons is ludicrous. 

Now consider the Concours entry fee. 
Perhaps a small charge to minimise un- 
worthy entrants could be justified, but to 
argue that the charge is to cover trophies 
is crazy. With a high entry fee you would 
not only minimise entry numbers, but 
make the few entrants pay for their own 
trophies! Federal Trophies should be a 
cost borne by the Club as a whole, not by 
the entrants, nor by the host Branch. 

| have tried to be objective, but where 
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| have been specific and thus identified a 
particular situation please understand 
that | want to be productive and in using 
one example realise that similar things 
have happened before. Indeed, as Raily 
Co-ordinator for the 1989 Broken Hill 
Federal Rally | still squirm when | recall 
the disquiet of members on the Saturday 
night function. The bus ride was too long 
and a cold snap saw people inapprop- 
riately attired in the middle of nowhere at 
night. 

In summary | have probably said that 
we need more cost-effective Rallies con- 
sidering the time involved and the dis- 
tance typically travelled, and a simpler 
programme to highlight the basic 
reasons for our Rallies. They should not 
be a succession of one-upmanship 
events, but a suitable meeting for normal 
people who by good fortune and discern- 
ment happen to own ‘The Best Cars in 
the World’. 

Peter Cox, 
South Australian Branch 


The Federal President responds: /n 
my capacity of Director for the 1999 
Federal Rally as well as of the two pre- 
vious Rallies organised by members of 
the A.C.T. Branch, let me say firstly that 
! concur with much of what Peter has to 
say, especially in his final paragraph 
regarding one-upmanship. With regard 
to costs, the registration fee (for the 
A.C.T. Rally anyway) has to cover, in 
addition to printing, postage and 
stationery, such costs as entertainment, 
bank charges, buses, computer expen- 
ses, invited guests, engraving, equip- 
ment hire, name tags, telephone 
accounts, security, signage (to name 
just some of the overheads), then there 
is the cost of Rally souvenirs such as the 
terrific Rolls-Royce and Bentley watches 
we were given at the Toowoombah Rally. 
! would suggest that at least 50% of the 
registration fee goes back directly to the 
member at the Rally. $50 per person 
may seem high but | can assure Peter 
that the cost of running a Rally over and 
above the actual cost of the functions 
can quickly soak up that money. 

As for a Concours entrance fee, | 
totally agree with Peter's sentiments. 
Any such fee is unconscionable. We do 
not wish to discourage those who are 
prepared to take the time and effort re- 
quired to present a car in its peak con- 
dition, perhaps denying us the pleasure 


of enjoying the cars at the Rally. It is my 
understanding, however, that this has 
been proposed on only two occasions, 
and both times moneys were refunded 
or the proposal abandoned. 

Rallies are to my mind the quint- 
essential element of our movement. 
They provide, as Peter points out, the 
opportunity to enjoy our hobby and have 
a holiday at the same time, foster 
friendships, drive our cars and, for those 
who dare, display the results of a lot of 
hard work and expense to some very 
discerning judges. But we should keep 
in mind that not all members have un- 
limited funds and therefore the organ- 
isers should aim to keep the costs down 
(easier said than done) and value for 
money up. | personally would also like to 
think that our Rallies take precedence 
over competing rallies where funds may 
not stretch to attending more than one. 
— lan Dunn 


Lest we forget — or have we already? 


| have a hard time imagining what kind 
of forgetfulness seems to have been 
working. Did no-one recall the réle of 
Rolls-Royce in saving us all during 
August-September of 1940? Every time 
| contemplate the idea of a German 
Rolls-Royce | just undergo a digestive 
upset. Just the very idea turns my 
stomach! 

On a brighter note, | think that 
PRAECLARUM is becoming better and 
better. John Matheson’s tale of the Paris- 
Peking ordeal was splendid, and all of the 
published photographs, especially in 
colour, are very enjoyable to me. Thank 
you for keeping me on the mailing list — 
this is very much appreciated. 

| managed to successfully pass my 
98rd birthday in July, but | feel about a 
day older! 

C.S. (Sam) Shoup Sr., 
Indiana, U.S.A. 


Editorial Note: As the effective Found- 
ing Father of our worldwide movement, 
Sam has been on our PRAECLARUM 
complimentary mailing list for many 
years. — M.1.B. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1921 Silver Ghost (76JG) complete rolling 
chassis with all instruments, lights, etc., with 
all numbers matching, in running order. 
Partially completed restoration project. Tim- 
ber frame completed for new tourer body in 
keeping with original Australian style. 
$115,000. Lachlan Ely 03-9720-0320 (h) 
03-9879-3993 (w) or 0418-36-6721 


1926 Twenty (GYK47) Park Ward saloon lim- 
ousine. One owner since Pharlap was a foal, 
with an air of authenticity rarely seen today. 
Has won more trophies and awards over 
many years than any other car in the Club. 
Drives superbly. Offered with or without faults 
at $175,000. Terry Bruce 03-9772-2973 


1927 Phantom | (27RF) Martin & King 
limousine. Attractive in Malaga with black 
mudguards. Plating, paint, woodwork etc. in 
perfect condition. Will trade later model with 
cash adjustment. $95,000 o.n.o. Boyd 
Rassmussen 07-4151-4067 


1935 20/25 (GBJ78) Thrupp & Maberly 
saloon. Interesting history. One owner since 
1958. Maintained by Alex Brown (please con- 
tact Alex for detailed report, 02-9743-3121). 
Original in every important detail with great 
foundation for restoration. May registration. 
$70,000. Joy Donald 02-9358-8521 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B235EW) James Young 
saloon coupé, design number C.10. Com- 
plete, in process of full body-off restoration. 
Chassis in good running order with brakes, 
clutch, gearbox and fuel tank already done. 
Many new parts including grille, boot and 
floor pans, and much timber work. Offers 
around $20,000. Alastair Angas 
08-8842-2859 or FAX 08-8842-1294 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B333FU) rolling 
chassis, no body, suitable for rebodying or 
parts. $5,500. Lachlan Ely 03-9720-0320 (h) 
03-987 9-3993 (w) or 0418-36-6721 


Cars For Sale 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B385FU) Silver grey, 
maroon pinstripe. Was dismantled and 
resprayed a few years ago, garaged since 
when not in use. All exterior brightwork re- 
chromed and excellent. Very good mechani- 
cally. Interior including woodwork good other 
than fading/ageing of front seats. Tyres near 
new. Original toolkit, handbook and manual. 
$27,000. Barry Phair 02-9691-9456 (w) 
02-9887-3667 (h) 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B61KL) cream, red 
interior. One owner last twelve years. Good 
interior and mechanicals. Vic. reg. WO-600. 
$29,000 o.n.0. Mark Niall 03-9819-6127 


1953 Bentley R-type (B319TO) Black with 
grey interior. New leather to front seats. Third 
owner since new. Extensive York Motors hist- 
ory. Recently overhauled automatic gearbox 
and tailshaft. Registered until September. 
$36,000 o.n.o. Peter Kemp 02-9743-8957 


1953 Bentley R-type (B270TN) Steel grey 
with red interior. Excellent condition. Current 
Small Charter Vehicle licence (W.A.). Tools 
and handbook. $49,000, offers considered. 
Patricia Thorpe 08-9386-4767 or FAX 
08-9386-9338 


Upra 


1958 Silver Wraith (HLW45) long wheelbase 
H.J. Mulliner 7-seat limousine. Ex-Common- 
wealth government ‘Royal’ car. Pinnacle of 
R-R range. Near last chassis of low build 
number, only 31 of this body design. Winner 
Class 6, 1995 Federal Concours, Post-War 
Coachbuilt Trophy 1998 Federal Concours. 
Features police light, mounts for Royal Stand- 
ard, 3 flag masts, 2 crowns, detective’s C.B. 
radio. R-R installed air conditioning. Exten- 
sive, ‘breakdown’ kit. 6 unused tyres. 2 dust 
covers. Selling for lack of opportunity for 
regular Club use and specialist services in 
Tasmania. An important part of Australian 
motoring history. $115,000. Ivan Pearson 
03-6267-2708 (w) 03-6225-3084 


1970 Silver Shadow (DRH7881) H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward drophead coupé. Silver with 
blue top. Good order. Same owner past 20 
years. $75,000. Maurice Brockwell 
08-927 4-6598 


Cars For Sale 


1977 Silver Shadow II (SRH30480) Regency 
Bronze with beige leather. York Motors (Syd- 
ney) delivery. Vic. reg. Owned 1979-95 by 
Col. Sir Malcolm McArthur, Australian Army. 
Original handbook, service history, etc. 
196,000 km. Very good condition. $28,000 
0.n.o. Steven Bilston 03-9397-1716 


1991 Bentley Turbo R (BRM35059) Mush- 
room. Factory car with 1994 specification. 
$180,000. Maurice Brockwell 08-927 4-6598 


1991 Bentley Continental R (BBN42009) 
left-hand drive. British Racing Green. Factory 
car, as seen in brochure and other promo- 
tional material. Licensed in W.A. Offers 
over $200,000 Maurice Brockwell 
08-927 4-6598 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: late Silver Ghost or early Phantom |. 
Prefer Continental style body in well above 
average to very good condition. John Virgo 
08-8252-3414 (h) or 0418-81-9759 or 
0419-8 1-9759 


Parts For Sale 


For Silver Dawn or Bentley Mk VI/R: brand 
new bumper, still wrapped and boxed, less 
overriders. Terry Bruce 03-9772-2973 


20 h.p. parts: water pump, vacuum tank com- 
plete, starter motor (for 2-wheel brake) si- 
lencer, genuine handbook (2-wheel brake), 6 
x 19° wheels with tyres, tubes and hub-nuts in 
excellent condition, cylinder head (never 
welded), temperature gauge. Terry Bruce 
03-9772-2973 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts For Sale 


20/25 ignition/lighting switchbox complete 
except no key. Terry Bruce 03-9772-2973 


Pair Lucas ‘R.100’ headlamps as fitted to 
Wraith, ‘D’ series PIll, Silver Wraith, PIV etc., 
complete with post-war type chrome mount- 
ing brackets. Practically new. Terry Bruce 
03-9772-2973 


Ornamental Spirit of Ecstasy, sterling silver, 
hallmarked, on marble base. Terry Bruce 
03-9772-2973 


Phantom | flywheel, flywheel! cover, clutch 
pressure plate, new clutch linings, etc. Suit 
earliest series cars. $750. Alan Robert 
07-5541-4500 or FAX 07-5541-2835 


For Bentley Mk V!: tool-tray, less tools; r/h front 
wing, some accident damage. Tony David- 
son 08-8332-5550 or FAX 08-8332-5545 


For Bentley Mk VI/R-type: chrome cigar 
lighter, $30; central rear-view mirror, large 
rectangular, not convex, $40; radiator shell, 
slight repair needed plus chrome, $400; grille 
vanes, $500; radiator shell badge, $100. 3 x 
Cold Tread retread tyres, 6.70 x 16, very deep 
machine cut tread, never used, $55 each; 1 
x Bandag retread, 6.70 x 16, 9 m.m. tread 
depth, never used, $55 each; 2 x similar, 
used, 6 m.m. tread depth, $45; 4 x Olympic 
Air-Ride 6.70 x 16 tyres, some life left and suit 
retreading, $10 each. John Cameron 
02-9523-5067 


Silver Ghost steering worm and nut, 3-start, 
beautifully engineered by Frank Cooke (Mas- 
sachusetts). The only solution for Ghost with 
excessive/dangerous slack in steering. As 
bought ($1,300), not used. David Forward 
08-8339-3162 (‘phone & FAX) 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for 1912 Silver Ghost chassis 2133: 
fuel pressure gauge, code name LYNBY. 
Keith Wherry, 105a Clarence Street, Sydney, 
2000. 02-9299-7455 or FAX 02-9290-1676 


Wanted for 20/25: P.80 headlamps, mascot 
(standing type), ‘blast box’ first exhaust 
silencer. Bob Roberts 02-6572-4055 (h) 
017-91-5743 (mobile) 


Wanted for Phantom |: exhaust system com- 
ponents, particularly front silencer or end fit- 
tings, spherical bearings and retaining nuts, 
and cut-out components. Alan Robert 
07-5541-4500 or FAX 07-5541 -2835 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Literature For Sale 


Sales literature: SCiI/S2, maroon spiral 
bound; Bentley Continental, grey spiral 
bound; SCIII/S3, white cover; all $110 each. 
Si 4 page leaflet, $80; S3 folder, $30; 
Shadow, silver cover, $100; Guide to R-R/B 
models, blue cover folder, $20; reversible 
brochure, red SCIl & PV/green S2, $120; 
‘Dual Purpose’ Silver Cloud folder, $25; A 
New Look at Rolls-Royce Motoring (SCIII), 
$100; reprints from Autocar, Autosport, 
release by R-R on SC, S and Shadow, $30 
each; maintenance chart, 31% Litre to R-type, 
$30; lube chart, Pl to SCil, $30; Chassis Num- 
bers Booklet, $30; R-R Bulletin Dec. 54, Jan. 
57, $90 each; History of a Dimension, S.H. 
Grylls, $25; History of R-R Motor Cars, Vol. 1, 
Morton, $80; W.O. Bentley autobiography, 
$30; Great Marques - R-R, Wood, $10. Ray 
Zeffert 08-8258-3370 or FAX 08-8258-5976 or 
Email rayzef@iweb.net.au 


Literature Wanted 


R.R.O.C. Quarterly Magazines for Spring ’60, 
Summer '60/61, Autumn '61, Winter "61, 
Spring ‘61, Summer ‘61/62, Autumn ’62, 
Winter '62, Spring '62, Winter ’63, Spring '63, 
Summer ‘63/64, Winter '64 and 
PRAECLARUM Vol. II No. 5, Vol. Il! No.1 and 
Vol. lV No. 1. Will pay $500+ for complete set 
in excellent condition or $25 each. Malcolm 
Johns 0414-28-3841 or FAX 02-9362-3256 


Handbook and Workshop Manual or Parts 
Catalogue suitable for late Phantom |! Conti- 
nental. Ken King 03-5331-6320 


Service 


Jonathan White makes hand-made number- 
plate frames of 1%" angle brass with brazed 
mitred corners, prepared to perfection prior 
to plating. 3 mm clear acrylic for plate protec- 
tion. Any size catered for. $65.00 plus 
postage. 07-5534-4441 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders' materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
black & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or photocopies. For 
return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Services 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $236. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 071-61-2512 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring 


SH,_ Inner hub plate 


Air valve 
extension 


Curved 
alr valve 


¢. t po. 
Spanner-” Air lock assembly 


All you need to fitnew ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your is pa 
Pre-WWII Classic. * Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax e Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


¢ Bugatti 
LMARR DISK,LTD 


¢ Delage 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tél: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


O1 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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J.G. DARE 
PARTS FOR ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


The following R-R/Bentley parts are now here in stock. Most parts are 
used, however some are new and genuine R-R supply unless otherwise 
stated. 


Regrettably most of us would have to concede that as with many other 
things the future of the world's finest marque appears increasingly 
uncertain, Few of the parts below will ever be reproduced, however if 
they are, low volume production will ensure high prices (relative to our 
cars value) with variable supply lead times irrespective of the origin and 
manufacturing source. 


Ifyou own and cherish what may well be the last of the true (and proper!) 
classic cars ever built why not invest in its future by putting away (as 
I havel) some genuine factory issue parts for that unexpected (it can 
happen to any of us) repair or rebuild and so maintain its integrity and 
indisputable presence well into the next millennium. Various parts as 
listed below are essential for your car’s routine operation or indeed its 
basic survival and many of these parts will eventually (sooner than 
later!) become unavailable at any cost as corporate regimes focus on 
the profit centre attached to the manufacture of new products. Consider 
therefore a timely investment in the future of your well chosen car, the 
likes of which will never be built again in a world destined for stand- 
ardisation and mediocrity. 


Engines together with their original transmissions are available from 
the following cars which have been updated with new contemporary 
drivelines and/or stretched to extra LWB corporate/hire limousines. 
Most engines are complete and can be supplied from fan to flywheel 
including all ancilliaries such as generator/alternator, starter motors, 
carburetters, distributors and air conditioning compressors. Some 
engines ran quiet and with no smoke etc. prior to careful removal. 
Others have suffered internal damage and these may be parted out so 
that serviceable parts will be available individually as support/replace- 
ment spares for your existing engine. 


Currently available ex ’54 R-type; ‘59 S1; S2 — several ’60-'61; 63 S3; 
‘64 SCIII; 66 Bentley T; ‘69 and '73 SS; "78 and ‘79 SSII and ’82 Spirit 
(fuel injection). Power steering pumps are available from most of these 
units as are the fuel pumps which are handy to carry in your car as a 
spare. 


Spare exhaust manifolds and spare set cylinder heads available for SS. 


SS differentials, final drive cross members, pair 4% drive shafts for 
SSpirit. 


Shock absorber casings front and rear for SS suitable for re-insert, 
rebuilding, etc. Various underbody SS hydraulic control valves includ- 
ing accumulators. 


Sets of SS road wheels, powder coated or as is. Vented SS wheel covers 
restored to show quality or as is — with or without trim rings. One 
non-vented SS cover and one vented Bentley T also available. Set 
hub-caps for Bentley Corniche including some (genuine) trim rings. Set 
(new) black plastic R-R centres for Corniche/Wraith II hub-caps. Some 
assorted covers for S Series in fair condition. SS rear wheel hubs, brake 
discs and calipers. 


Heater matrix for S1. Radiator for S1. Some air conditioning parts from 
S Series cars. SS wings/fenders — all corners. 


Front fenders new or used for SSI]. Chrome bumpers (front and rear) 
for SS including the overriders. New badge bar for front. Some bumper 
sections available separately. Corniche II boot badge. 


SS air vents as fitted below headlamps on early SS. SS Headlamp 
surrounds repolished including R-R {or ‘B’) badges to suit. R-R grille 
and boot badges including the base for the latter if required. Small R-R 
badges for rear % panel on LWB SS. New and used original fog/driving 
lamps for SS, bright or black bodies. Spare lenses to suit including the 
black plastic clip over protectors. Front turn signal lamps — new or 


used. New or used parts to suit these. Rear tail lamps for SS (incl. 
Corniche) new or used — 2 or 3 colour versions. Lenses and parts to 
suit. Side marker/running lamps for pre- and post-'72 SS. SS side sill 
mouldings — new or used include to suit LWB cars. SS1 grille new. SS1 
grille restored. SS1 grille shell without vanes. SS exterior door handles, 
boot handles, centre bonnet strip, door sill step/threshold plates 
polished or as is include the special chrome screws for these if you need 
any. Door pillar mount switches for interior light activation. New springs 
for these if required. Wiper arms — new or used. SS electrical seat 
motors (include console switches) and electric window motors. 
Sets/pieces of SS side body waistline trim mouldings including those 
for LWB rear doors. 


Electric window motors from S Series. SS electric seat mechanisms. SS 
doors including those for LWB. S Series doors also available. Doors are 
complete but I will strip to shells if required. SS side window glasses 
including rear window. 


SS dash instruments e.g. gauges and switches etc. Interior courtesy 
lights for SS. Fan blower motors for SS. Many assorted SS interior door 
fittings e.g. switch surrounds/escutcheons including the ‘blank-off 
plates for door handle and window switches. Radio aerial bezel — wing 
mount. SS radiator header tank. SS water heater tap valves — new or 
used. SS bonnet and boot. 


SS brake box ‘rat-trap’ assembly and parts thereof. S3 grille with ‘B’ 
badge and winged ‘B’ motif. Some exterior trim for S Series cars. Glass 
brake fluid reservoirs for S Series. S1 and S2 fenders/wings, bonnet 
and boot lid. S Series wiper motor switch and stop Hght switch both 
new. Front marker lamps new for S1 and S2. Sets engine bearings {main 
and rod) genuine to suit 414 and 41% Litre; set genuine bearings for SS. 
Factory steel sliding sunroof clip from S Series. Tool kits for S1, SS, 
SSII and Spirit. Some tools available separately. 


Pair chrome finisher/mould headlamp pieces for Spirit including new 
lenses and reflectors. Rear corner tail lamps for Spirit — new. 


S Series turn signal switch plus one to suit SSII. S3/SCII and SS 
headlamp housing bezel trim seal. SS steering box with or without its 
attendant damper box. Spirit door hinge. Steering coupling rubber 
‘doughnut’ (new) for SS. Rubber seal for SS which goes across top of 
firewall/bulkhead at trailing edge of bonnet. 


Yellow filament bulbs (genuine) to suit S Series — fog/turn signal 
lamps. 


Beautiful original Motorola radio from unmolested '69 SS (still has 
original factory notated chassis number taped upon it) together with 
the wood finisher piece. This would be nice for your early car if it has 
been altered in this area due to installation of aftermarket radio/cas- 
sette etc. 


Some interior wood pieces for S Series and SS. 


For Carmargue owners — leather-bound satchel/compendium (with 
carrying strap) produced by Rolls-Royce for showroom dealer use and 
color co-ordination reference by prospective buyers. Item contains 
samples of all exterior colors (with transparency overlays etc) together 
with actual samples of the interior leathers available. A very rare item 
to compliment an equally rare car. 


The above represents part of my current core stockholding. Please 
enquire for any specific needs at which time I may be able to assist you. 
If I can source at a price acceptable to you any single item which you 
may need, transit and handling costs can be contained by consolidating 
your order with any others to hand provided your need is not urgent. 
Conversely if you have an urgent situation I can arrange importation 
on a singular item/order basis where the parts are dimensionally small 
and lightweight. In such circumstances air express courier fees would 
be charged to you at cost. I have satisfied several owners via such 
arrangements which are tailored to suit individual requirements. 


J.G. Dare. Tel: (03) 9589 1516 Fax: (03) 9589 5982 


5-98 3253 


Now the Yanks’ are ‘TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Best Kept Secret PTY. LIMITED 

of 30 Years : 

Revealeal! be oe Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 


z qa 


2028 Cotner Avenue Hips S Quix eed 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World's most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


par everything on hand, immedi 

ly available, and at reasonable prices. 
s Aaadeabnd assistance and 13 STIRLING STREET, THEBARTON, S.A. 5031 
personal service always. Tel: (08) 8234 5600 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD Fax: (08) 8234 5607 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. (Formerly Dew St, North. Off West Thebarton Rd and Phillips St.) 
¢ UPS, Alr and Mail Shipments Dally. 


« Phone Calls or Fax Proferved. Email: timotors@senet.com.au 


ARTSCO FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 
; BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 
ee 0.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 


Ree WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 
Bodied « Complete Weatherstrip Packages e« Glass « 
Workshop Manuals « Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million | 
Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


Engine Bearings 41% mains .030 $375/set , 42 mains .020 $325/set. 

Post War 6 cyl. Rod Bearings Std. $350/set Thrust Washers - 66% discount $100/set of 4 
Cloud/s, R-type Trunk Seals $39. Shadow/T Trunk Seals $29. 

Early Shadow Hubcaps -non-vented- New $275.each 

Early Bentley “T" Hubcaps- non-vented- near mint $225.each 

Cloud/S Tune-Up Kit $55.(points, condenser, rotor, upright cap) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
Visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.S.D. or $Aus., NO problem. 
international shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. (MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) VILLA RICA, GA 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 30180 U.S.A. 


3254 PRACLARVM 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives & 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


Sydney’s best known and most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 


Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


MEeESsRS APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 


www.paradisegarage.com.au 


If you love your classic vehicle 
we've got the insurance. 


vos @ Agreed value means agreed value. If 

the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 

@ You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 

@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ Inthe event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 

@ No blame excess. 

@ Laid up cover for vehicles being 
restored or repaired. 


ee windscreen one per year withou 
@ Free wind ni thout 
Shannons Classic Insurance have been insuring EXCESS. 


vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since A 
1970 and we've developed a great insurance Ring Shannons for a 
package at a very competitive price. free quote today ! 


Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 


Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9958 7666 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 
Queensland (07) 3892 2776 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


SHAN 5A 


TAKE 
LITTLE 
STEPS... 


On the other hand... 


is the advice of a wise Buddhist teacher. If you’ve been involved in an accident, 
He might have been talking about and are claiming on insurance, 

a total restoration of your precious big steps are in order. 

Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car. Assessment and repair back to 

Little steps have many advantages. factory standards is also our strength. 
You can savour each stage of your car’s We are the Rolls-Royce authorised 
renewed bodywork, its paint, coachbuilder. 

its leather, its wood, its carpets. We won't just repair the body of your car, 
And at the same time you can take little we'll repair its soul as well. 


steps to restore your bank account. 

In the end you'll have the abundance of 
a reincarnated car 

and an undented bank balance. 

Come and talk to us about taking little 
steps. 


McMillan Prestige 


Car Repairs Pty Ltd a] 


25-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, N.S.W. 2046 
TELEPHONE: (02) 9744 5111 FACSIMILE: (02) 9744 5517 


Authorised Rolls-Royce and Bentley coachwork repairer 
offering you a lifetime guarantee on repairs and restorations 
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